


The benefits of P4C.

Developments in cognitive ability.

Developments in critical reasoning skills
and dialogue in the classroom.

Emotional and social developments.



Developments in critical reasoning skills and
dialogue in the classroom.

In one study, the rate of pupils supporting their
views with reasonsdoubled in the experimental
group over a sixmonth period. Teachersdoubled
their use of an openended follow-up question in
responseto pupil comments The percentage of
time that pupils were speaking(comparedto the
percentageof time that the teacherwas speaking)
iIncreasedrom 41%to 66%



Emotional and social developments.

The study provided evidence of improvements

I n puplitl’s communicat.i
concentration. It also suggested that the proces:
of community of enquiry helped pupils learn to
selfmanage their feelings/impulsivity more
appropriately.



How we structure our P4C lessons

1. Play a thinking game to warm up.
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2. Sit In a circle and agree a set of
ground rules.

3. Show the stimulus and share
Immediate reactions.
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Armin Greder

THE ISLAND

So they took him in.
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4. Write down words / thoughts / concepts that
children generate from the stimulus, e.g.

Refugees
_oneliness
Panic

~reedom

RIghts
Responsibilities




5. Highlight the ideas that are most likely tc
lead to an interesting discussion.

6. Children work in small groups to devise
guestions, using the highlighted ideas to
help them—this is the hard bit and takes
some working up to!
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I Small questions - Are just about the stimulus (picture or story we

3 Big questions - Take ideas from our story but are about a bigger idea,
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‘TOMI UNGERER

THE THREE ROBBERS

Philosophy For Children (P4C)
We used the Toni Ungerer story The 3 robbers to think about why

some people are greedy and if people who do bad things are always
bad people.

| In philosophy we come up with big and small questions. You can see

started with)

These are very good for discussing.
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Write three questions in this box. The kind of questions Write three questions in this box. The kind of questions
where the answer can’t be argued about and can be found

where there could be lots of possible ideas but we need to
in the stimulus. look for evidence in the stimulus.

Write three questions in this box. The kind of questions
where the answer can’t be argued about but we might
need to look on the Internet or do some research.

Write three questions in this box. The kind of questions

where we leave the stimulus behind and think about the
‘big ideas” within it.



Useful Questiorstems

A Whatis ... edWhat is love?)
A What makes ... efWhat makes a friend special?)

A Would you be ... edWould you be the same person if you had a
different name?)

A How do we know what ... eHow do we know what courage is?)
A Always or never (eg Should we always obey the law?)
A What if ... edWhat if people had never learned how to tell lies?)

A Isit possible ... edls it possible to be normal and different at the
same time?)

A When ... efWhen is happiness a bad emotion?)

A Who ... efWho decides what art is?)

A Canwe ... edCan we ever know someone elser even ourselves
—completely?)

A Whydowesay..edfWhy do we say *‘seei

ng



/. Groups read aloud their questions and
teacher writes them all down, word for word.

8. Teacher explains that the questions now
belong to the community, and that no one
group owns' t hem.



9. Teacher chooses a voting technique and
children vote, e.q.

Blind vote
Vote with your feet
Multi-vote — 3 counters each



10. Write the chosen guestion up. Allow
thinking time. Teacher asks for quick, initial
responses to the guestion.

11. Once children have shared their first
thoughts, begin building on, and/or challenging,
the ideas expressed.



12. Teacher encourages children to search for a
answer/ find a resolution.

1 3. Teacher all ows cchi
the issue.



Parent: What sorts of issues
did you discuss In P4C today

Year 4 child: Not
ISsues, we think
about the links
between things.




