By Aoife, 5P
Back in 2013, Conservative MP David
Cameron promised that if his party won the
next general election, he would let voters
have their say on whether or not the UK
should stay or leave the EU.
In 2015, the British people voted for
either the Conservative party or the Labour
party. The conservatives won, and as David
Cameron was their leader, he became Prime
Minister. He then organised a referendum to
decide whether Britain should leave the
European Union (a group of friendly
European countries) or not. Just over half of
the adult population voted to leave the
European Union. Because David Cameron
was a strong believer in remaining in the
EU, he decided to resign as Prime Minister.
Theresa May replaced him.
Prime Minister Theresa May has since
been busy trying to secure a deal with the
EU for when the UK leaves. However, she so
far hasn’t managed to get a deal for Brexit
that many other Tory MPs agree on. The
deal she proposed was widely turned down
by MPs, with close to 400 MPs voting
against it, and only 200 for it.
The reason lots of MPs didn’t like
Theresa May’s Brexit deal was to do with
Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland having a border between them.
Northern Ireland, unlike the Republic of
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Ireland, is in the UK. That means Northern
Ireland will be leaving the European Union
while the Republic of Ireland won’t. There
will need to be a border between the two
places when nobody wants one, and Theresa
May’s deal includes a border.
A few MPs have left the Labour and
Conservative parties because of Brexit.
Theresa May has travelled to Brussels
(Belgium) numerous times to try and sort
out a Brexit deal that MPs agree on. Until
then, nobody knows what will happen and
Brexit might come crashing in with no
deal…
There was another vote between MPs
on the 12th March. It was to decide whether
Theresa May’s deal, tweaked slightly from
another trip to Brussels, should be our way
to leave the EU. Another vote is expected
soon. If Theresa May fails to impress the
MPs again, there is a possibility of a second
referendum. At this point, absolutely
nothing is certain.
There have been two recent Brexit
marches. On one, people were campaigning
to stay in the EU. On the other, saying how
the MPs were making a big fuss of Brexit,
and that we should just LEAVE. Someone
has also organised an online petition to
revoke article 50 and stop Brexit altogether.
There are more than 5 million signatures;
too many to ignore.
Sit tight for an update in issue 15!

of anxious thoughts you find yourself lost
in. Kindness will help you to get back on
track.


By Jasmine, 6B
At Coleridge, there is a mindfulness
movement happening. Many of the teachers
and staff are starting to bring mindfulness
into the classrooms. If you don’t know what
mindfulness is, it is all about paying more
attention to the present moment – to your
own thoughts and feelings, and to the world
around you. It can also improve your mental
health (make you feel happier and more
relaxed!). For example, have you ever felt
angry, sad or depressed? Well mindfulness is
the top thing you can do to stop feeling these
things.
These are some easy steps you can follow
to practice mindfulness with your friends or at
home:


Take a seat. Find a place to sit that fells
calm and quiet to you.



Set a time limit. If you’re just beginning,
it can help you to choose a short time,
such as five or ten minutes.



Notice your body. You can sit or kneel
whichever is more comfortable for you.
Just make sure you are stable and in a
position, you can stay in for a while.



Feel your breath. Follow the sensation of
your breath as it goes out and as it goes
in.



Be kind to yourself and others. Don’t be
angry if you can’t stop thinking or get rid

Noticing when your mind has wandered.
When you get around to noticing this –
in a few seconds, a minute, five minutes
– simply return your attention to the
breath.

Alternatively, if you have a device like a
smart phone or tablet (or if you can borrow
your parents one) then some of the following
apps might interest you. Some of these you
might ask you to create an account so ask a
grown up for help. These 10 include:
1.

Headspace

2.

Insight timer

3.

Calm

4.

MINDBODY

5.

Smiling mind

6.

Omvana

7.

Breethe

8.

10% happier

9.

The mindfulness app

10. Meditation studio
*(headspace, calm and the mindfulness
app are free with trial)
So go ahead and try it for yourself. Ask
your teachers, grown-ups and friends to get
involved too. Join the mindfulness movement!

By Beth, 6R
Space – an unknown mystery, right? WRONG!
This article will explain some most asked
questions about space, in form of Q and A.
Are parallel universes really out there?

create supernovas, or even black holes.
Another amazing fact about stars is that when
you look at the sky and see all the stars
shining down, something you don’t realise is
that most of them have been shining for
billions of years, but the light has only just got
to you. The star might have even exploded a
century ago and you wouldn’t know about it
for a long time.

It depends on the person you ask. In theory,
parallel universes could be real. According to
some scientists, the atoms (what makes up
you and me) of the universe would have to Wait – So what are planets, then? And how do
repeat themselves at least once seeing as the they stay floating in space?
universe is supposed to go on forever. It’s just
You know what asteroids are, right? They’re
unlikely that we’ll ever find one.
just huge lumps of rock careering around
Could there ever be life on any other planets space at high speed. Now, take that
in our Solar System?
knowledge and store it in the most important
part of your brain. Our planets of the Milky
Most definitely yes! Remember that the Milky
Way stay floating because of gravity. It’s a bit
Way is only a tiny part of our Solar System. confusing, really. The Sun has its own
Imagine it like this: this page represents the gravitational pull, a bit like a bodyguard,
Solar System, and the full stop at the end of protecting the Sun, so that you cannot enter
this sentence is the Milky Way. It would be its little force field unless you are travelling
hard to imagine that there WASN’T any more incredibly fast. The Sun has all our planets
encircled in its force field, as well as each
life out there.
planet having its own force field. The gravity
Stars – what are they?
keeps everything floating. Remember the
Basically, stars are big balls of gas burning in asteroids? That’s what planets are made from.
the sky. There are four classifications of stars: When one asteroid hits another, they meld
together to create a dwarf planet. After many
average, giant, super giant and red giant. Our
millions of years, and many asteroid hits, you
sun, which, believe or not, is a star, is an
get a planet.
average star. Sometimes, stars explode and

By Kara, 6B

find out about it. People were completely
On Sunday, January 20 2019, many amazed by the sight of the beautiful crimson
people gathered around in a crowd. All eyes moon. It was called a ‘blood moon’ because it
were on the sky, watching for an unusual was a red, crimson kind of colour.
event, a “blood moon”. The moon was
Can you imagine a circle of beautiful,
temporarily a beautiful crimson red.
terracotta-red dust bursting the sky? That’s
The event happened so quickly that it how pretty it was, and anyone who witnessed
took scientists about three or four days to it was very lucky.

By Ayana, 6B

completely from scratch”.

On the 29th of January
2019, in New Delhi, an
eighteen year old male
named Rifath Sharook
made
the
world’s
smallest satellite which
he named: ‘KalamSatV2’ after Indian nuclear scientist and former
President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

Back in 2017, a similar satellite, the
KalamSat-V1, was built and claimed the title
of world’s smallest satellite. However, The
KalamSat-V2 reclaimed the title in 2019.

Its cover, made from reinforced carbon
fibre polymer, was 3D printed and reached
the size of a 3.8cm cube. Its inside is simply
two motherboards and the satellite weighs
about 6.4 grams. Rifath said, “we designed it

By Sofia, 5B
The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA),
has launched a
Probe all the way to Pluto. It is called New
Horizons. A Probe is a robotic spacecraft that
is sent out into outer space to gather
information about planets, stars
etc. After a probe has gathered all
that information, scientists leave it
in space to break up into spare
parts. New Horizons was launched
on January fifteenth 2015.
A bit about Pluto
Pluto is at the edge of our Solar system, near
something called the Kuiper Belt. The Kuiper
Belt is made out of flying rocks at the edge of
our Solar system. Pluto used to be classified
as a planet, but in 2006 it was declared that
Pluto was too small to be a planet, and it was
made a Dwarf planet.
What the probe found

On June 21st, the satellite will be sent
into sub-orbital flight where it will complete
a four hour round trip. For twelve minutes,
the KalamSat-V2 will be fully operational in
the micro-gravity environment of space.
Sadly, whilst up in space for the ‘test run’ in
early 2019, it had only completed
approximately twelve minutes out of gravity.
It will be sent back to NASA for test results
soon.

The Probe, New Horizons, found an asteroid
shaped like a snowman. NASA named the
asteroid Ultima Thule (pronounced: Ultima
Toolay). The first picture that NASA got from
New Horizons was a blurry picture of Ultima
Thule, after which they were able to get a
clearer snapshot of it. It will take two years
until NASA can get all the
information about Pluto from New
Horizon.
Why a probe and not a telescope?
A probe is better than a telescope
because New Horizons can
measure the wind speed and temperature on
Pluto and telescopes can’t.
Additionally,
telescopes wouldn’t be able to see very much
because Pluto is so far away. On top of this, it
takes the dwarf planet six days and nine
hours to rotate (to spin), after which
scientists would have to wait another six days
and nine hours until they could examine that
side again.

By Luca, 5R
On the 26th of November 2018 at
12:00pm, the NASA landing probe InSight
finally landed on Mars after 6 months of
shooting through space. InSight travelled an
incredible 483 million km (300 million miles)
during its journey and cconfirmation of
touchdown came through at 7.53pm on a
Monday evening. This mission is going to
help scientists to learn about Mars in a way
that has never been done before, by exploring
deep under the surface of the red planet!

March 2018 and finally was launched on the
5th of May. InSight workers reused tech from
the Mars Phoenix Lander which successfully
landed in 2008 so the mission costs & risks
were reduced.

The InSight has been sent to Mars to
study marsquakes, which are earthquakes
but on Mars. As well as studying
marsquakes, InSight will be looking at the
“inner space” of the Red Planet. InSight’s
mission was to place a seismometer, called
SEIS on Mars to measure seismic activities.
It willl provide accurate 3D models of
The probe had originally been planned
to start its journey on March 2016 but a the planet’s interior & measure internal heat
persistent vacuum failure delayed it until flow using a heat probe called HP3 to study
Mars’ early geological evolution.

By Ella, 5R
On the 18th of January 2019, in
America, temperatures plummeted to -33ºC
which is cold enough for boiling water to turn
to ice! This was because of a polar vortex. A
polar vortex is a spinning pool of cold air.
Millions of people were warned not to go
outside because of the below freezing
temperatures and at least 21people were
killed because of severely cold weather. The
cold weather caused lots of travel problems
with some flights being delayed or cancelled
and the many roads being closed due to

layers of ice and snow. As well as being
warned not to go outside, people were told to
avoid taking deep breaths and to minimise
talking. In some places, the National
Weather Service had said that it could be
possible to get frostbite from being outside
for just 10 minutes!
Although the polar vortex greatly
affected humans, it also impacted apples! A
‘ghost apple’ has been found in Michigan,
USA. If the temperature goes below a certain
level, the apple will break down and rot
leaving a thin layer of ice resembling to the
‘ghost’ of an apple.
This polar vortex
is yet another
devastating
example of the
effects of global
warming on our
planet.

By Beth, 6R

hairbrush, a baby soother.

The Coleridge Plastics Club is a new
club set up and run by Ms Bosworth in
Year5. A few months ago, a group of children
from years four, five and six were chosen to
be part of the club.

The next thing being planned is a boycott
event, hopefully at the end of January.
If you want to help out, you could:


Recently, the club went plastic fishing – 
to the Thames. They travelled by train to the
river, and then boarded a boat named 
Polymer, after the plastic. The word polymer
means a substance that is built up of similar
pieces bonded (stuck) together. This boat was

made ENTIRELY from plastic, hence the
name.
Here are some of the weird and
wonderful things that were found : A baseball
cap, a clump of hair, a few plastic bottles,
loads of coffee cups, a tube of lip-gloss, an old



Recycle as much as you can
Not eat or buy anything with two or
more layers of plastic wrapping
Use re-usable cups and containers, reusable water bottles, and less cling-film
in your lunch box.
Recycle some more (you can never
recycle enough)
Spread
word!

the

By Kitty, 5O

check if something is made from this by
To protect the environment, Plastics doing the scrunch test!
Campaigners are asking to stop crisp
If you scrunch the item in your hand
packets from being made of foiled plastic as and it stays scrunched then it is foil, but if it
this a non– recyclable material. They have springs back then it is likely to be this
asked the parent company of Walkers, plastic foil which can't be recycled.
PepsiCo, to do something about the 7000 non
-recyclable crisp packets they are making
every MINUTE! That totals more than 4
billion each year. They have claimed that
they will make packets 100% recyclable, biodegradable or compostable before 2025. But
some people want them to take action now.

Why is this important for our planet?
Around 1,000,000 marine animals are
killed each year by plastic, and about 10,000
Sea gulls die from plastic too - terrible,
right? Plastic bags can kill lots of animals
because they take so long to disintegrate.

Fact: How much plastic is there in the
Although
the
world?
inside of a crisp packet
8.300,000,000 tons of plastic exists on
is shiny and looks like
aluminium foil, it is Earth – think how hard that would be to get
rid of!
actually plastic. You can

By
Nina,
6B

There are many reasons why
people are cutting down rainforests all over
the world. The many reasons are to provide
wood, which can be used for making paper,
furniture, and construction materials,
amongst other things. Large areas of forests
are also being burnt down to make room to
farm cattle and crops.
The rainforests are also experiencing
other problems such as the ground being too
dry for plants to grow. Fortunately, this is
not a major problem because it is only
happening in small parts of the rainforest.
The
absolute
main
cause
of
deforestation remains human beings. The
rate of deforestation is alarming. Did you
know that in recent years, every second an
area of forest the size of a football field is
destroyed? If trees are completely wiped out
from our planet, then our air will become less
fresh and more polluted, which can cause
heart and breathing problems.
There are many things you can do to
help the rainforests. You may think that the
actions of just one person will have little to
no impact on deforestation, but if thousands
of people helped the planet, then maybe
deforestation wouldn’t be such a big problem.
One issue that has caused a lot of
harm is palm oil. This is an important crop
which is used in so many products. It's in
close to 50% of the packaged products we

find in supermarkets, everything from pizza,
doughnuts and chocolate to deodorant,
shampoo, toothpaste and lipstick. Because it
is used in so many things it can be a good
way for poor countries to make money,
however it can sometimes mean that forests
are chopped down to make way for palm oil
plantations.
We can especially see this on the
Asian island of Borneo. One hundred years
ago, it was almost all forest but now more
than half has gone which is terrible for
climate change and for the many rare plants
and animals, including the orang-utan, that
live there. Palm oil plantations - along with
illegal logging and forest fires - are
contributing to this.
It
is
easy to say
we
should
stop buying
palm oil but
the charity
WWF says
that
we
should only
buy
from
sustainable sources. This means that poorer
countries can still get the money and this oil
is grown without causing any further
deforestation. The WWF says that in the UK,
by 2016, 75% of the palm oil we used was
from sustainable sources. If we all keep
checking that the products we buy (look for
the RSPO trademark - the roundtable on
sustainable palm oil or check online to see
which products are part of the scheme) and
put pressure on supermarkets we can get it
to 100% and help stop deforestation.

By Lila P, 5R

coach) and sometimes at Brixton BMX club.

You might have heard rumours around
the school. Well, the rumour was true! Jo
Bursten is Coleridge’s very own BMX
champion. I interviewed Jo to get all the
details on her amazing skills.

Do you name your bikes? How many do you
have?

I only have 2 BMX bikes – a 20” and a
24” (Cruiser). I love the 20” as it’s such fun
but this year I am racing Cruiser as they
What got you into BMXing?
have a 30+ women’s category … but they are
My son wanted to learn to ride BMX so I ferocious racers!
booked a couple of sessions as Velopark for How many races have you competed in?
him. As I sat shivering on the edge of the
Each BMX race consists of 3 motos
track, I thought I’d have a go (mainly to keep (heats) and finals (depending on how many in
warm) as I used to ride a bike when I was
young. I didn’t like it the first time but went
again and was hooked! As you stand up
when you are riding the bike, it’s not like
regular bike riding although some techniques
(ie basic balance and pedalling) are the same.
How long have you been BMXing for?
I have been BMXing for just over 3 years
now. I’d been riding for 3 months when I
decided to do a club race – someone crashed
into me at the end of the first straight and I
fractured my shoulder blade so was not able
to ride for 6months, then on my first day back
at the track, I fell off and broke a bone in my
hand so decided to take the rest of the year
off!! I started again and practised for a whole
year before I raced again.
Where do you practice?
I practice in the street outside my house
(sprints and skills) but I train with Peckham
BMX on Wednesday evenings and Saturday
mornings in their expert session. I also do
training sessions at other clubs as it’s good to
ride other tracks. I do a BMXercise session at
Braintree every Wednesday and occasionally
I will train at Hayes Hawks BMX club as
Mark Seaman coaches there (ex GB BMX

your age category). Only 8 riders on the gate
for each moto and you are allocated points
according to your position at the end of that
race. Each race is a sprint over 400 metres
and the track consists of a start hill (gate), 3
corners (berms) and a series of rollers (jumps)
in between – these can be of varying size and
design and this makes the riding trickier.

Continued…

easily lose control of the bike. I was 26 years
This is my first year of racing older than the woman who came second.
Regionals. Last year was my first year of What protective gear do you wear?
racing and I raced in the Novice 17+ female
I wear a full-face helmet, gloves, full
category in the London series (6 clubs are body armour (covers chest/arms/elbows/ribs),
part of this so each club holds a race meet) knee & shin pads and ankle guards. It is
and I won! Impressive at 57! Then I raced 3 mandatory to wear long sleeves, trousers (or
out of 5 rounds of the Manchester Racing legs covered as you can wear race shorts but
Under the Roof (winter series) at the must have knee/shin guards covering your
National Cycling Centre in Manchester legs) helmet and gloves on the track.
(where the Olympic BMX team train) and I
won 2 out of 3 rounds (I came second in the It’s a fast sport and crashes do happen – the
round where I fell off and fractured a rib – so body armour is not guaranteed to save you
from broken bones but it certainly helps
not bad!)
lessen the impact!
How many races have you placed in?
For my age category (sometimes it’s
15+, 17+ or 30+) I have placed in all my races
but these have been Novice races. In
Regionals, you are racing riders from across
the South region and I am racing National
ranked riders and 3 World ranked
riders. This year it’s a learning curve as the
level of racing increases massively from
London series to Regional races.
Do you have a lucky number?
No – but I like Gate 6 best.
Which of your achievements are you most
proud of?
All of them – I’m 57! ( and most people
start riding/racing from 4 years old). If I had
to pick one race, it would be my first race at
the NCC in Manchester for the Racing Under
the Roof series (Winter 18-19). The start
gate is at the top of a 5 meter hill which you
race down to the first jump. The track is
very technical and you have to really
concentrate on what you are doing or you can

Are there any other racers you look up to?
Many! The Whyte brothers (Tre and
Kye), Tian and Quillan Isodore, Caroline
Bucchanan,
Alise
Willoughby,
Sam
Willoughby,
Maris
Stromberg
(double
Olympic Gold medallist). Google some of
them and watch them race – elite riders are
something else!

Continued…
How does it feel before/after a race starts?
I raced this weekend (when Storm
Freya was rolling in!) and that was quite
scary as it was really wet and windy. I
usually get really nervous before I race –
especially now as I’m racing people who have
raced for over 10 years. Once the racing
starts I relax as there’s no point in stressing
so the best thing is to focus on yourself and
do the best you can. Even if you are racing a
really experience rider, this is BMX and
anything can happen!

Jo is super proud of her BMX club in
Peckham. She told us:
Even at my age, Peckham BMX has been
amazing – so welcoming and supportive, I
absolutely love this club. The whole BMX
community is like that – friendly, supportive
and welcoming. I’ve met some fantastic
people, young and old and I just love it. Noone says you can’t do it – it’s all about trying
your best. Like many sports, it has a
fantastic base in life lessons.

If you are interested and would like more
information about Peckham BMX this link
Do you have a race where you wish you had gives a good synopsis:
done something differently?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-sh/
Yes – yesterday. The weather was parklife
horrendous but the track was amazing. I
was too worried about the gusting wind on
the start hill that my starts weren’t great
and I need to learn to be more aggressive on
the track.
Have you any advice for people wanting to
get into BMXing?
Just do it – it will change your life. It’s
really social, your fitness will improve so
much, you’re outdoors and it’s fun. If you
don’t want to race, try freestyle BMX.

By Thomas, 5P

Recently, inmates in some prisons,
including Wayland prison in Norfolk, have
been doing “Prison Parkrun”. The course
itself is ten zig-zagged loops of the enclosed
prison sports field. The purpose of the run is

to make the inmates healthy and as a bonus
it makes them happy. It has also improved
their relationships with each other. Here is
an exciting interview with Jo Phillips, a
Parkrun Ambassador, who helped to set up
the Wayland Prison Parkrun:

Has an inmate ever tried to escape on a run?
“So, they have a special rule that if an
inmate ever tries to escape on the run, the
run will stop. In fact, if anything bad
happens, the run has to stop. For example,
sometimes you might get people trying to
throw bags of drugs over the wall. Then, a
whistle would be blown and the run would be
stopped completely. But prisoners can only do
the run as a reward if they behave well, so
you’re not going to get the naughtiest
prisoners on the run. They also have two
prison officers stationed by the perimeter
fence to prevent escapes.”

bars. They often have family members doing
Parkrun outside, so it’s their first chance to
do an activity in prison and know that
someone in their family is doing it at the
same time.”

Why did you decide to supervise Prison
Parkrun?
“Well, I’d never been in a prison, and I
thought ‘I bet that’s an interesting place to go
and have a look’, and I also thought it would
be great to introduce prisoners to all the
benefits and fun of Parkrun.”

How many people are needed for the run?

Who had the idea to start the Wayland “The prisoners do all the volunteer roles: two
prisoners do the timing; two prisoners scan
Prison Parkrun?
“The governor is the boss of the prison, and
his wife was in a pilates class with the
mother of Chrissy Wellington, a very famous
triathlete who works for Parkrun. It was
Chrissy’s idea to set up Parkrun in prisons,
so her mother told the governor’s wife about
it. The governor’s wife went back and told the
governor, and he said ‘Oh, I’d like that for my
prison’, so I went along and showed him how
to do it.”

Has an inmate ever refused to do the run?
“Well, as I was saying before, Parkrun is a
good behaviour bonus, so prisoners are
pleased to do the run, but a lot of the
prisoners find the run really, really difficult
and it takes them a very long time. They
don’t refuse to do it, but they often really
struggle at first.”

What is the best thing about Prison Parkrun?
“The best thing about Prison Parkrun is
watching the prisoners really enjoy it. They
look forward to it each week, and it’s a
chance for them to forget that they’re behind

and give out the finish tokens; others count
the laps; and then they have a tail walker.
There are probably about 10–15 inmate
volunteers each week.”

What do the inmates think of the run?
“They really enjoy it and they cheer each
other on. They also feel fitter and healthier
once they start running regularly.”

What is the best time an inmate has ever got
on the run?
“Well, the current record is held by the prison
exercise instructor because he’s really into
running, so he’s run the course in about 20
minutes 20 seconds. It’s a difficult course
because there are so many zig zags and
corners. I think the quickest time an inmate
has run the course is around 21 minutes, but
they’re all trying to beat the exercise
instructor’s record!”

characters and/or bring in the book that the
character comes from. This year is no
different. Our teachers and staff held a
By Daisy, 5O
special assembly where they read snippets
World Book Day is a charity that is on a from their childhood favourite books.
mission to get every child and young adult a
World book day was originally
book to read. It is also a day to celebrate the celebrated on the 23rd April to mark the
authors and illustrators books, and most of death of William Shakespeare, Miguel de
reading! It is designated by UNESCO and is Cervantes, Maurice Druon, Josep Pla and
marked in over 100 countries in the world.
Halldor Laxness. William Shakespeare was

also born on this day. The idea for world book
day came from a Spanish tradition. April the
23rd, in Spain,
has
been
celebrated
as
‘’The
Rose
Day’’. On this
day,
people
exchanged
flowers (roses)
to show love
and support. It
was a bit like Valentine’s Day. But when
Miguel de Cervantes died on that day, people
started to exchange books instead of roses in
order to remember the death of the great
author. The tradition continues in Spain and
At Coleridge, we celebrate World Book
that is where we got the idea for world book
Day by dressing up as our favourite book
day from.
This is the 22nd year running and on
Thursday 7th March 2019 children and young
adults
will
come together
to
celebrate
world book day.
The aim of
world book day
is
to
get
children
to
appreciate the
pleasure
of
reading by giving them a book of their own.
They will send schools (including ours) a
pack of £1 book tokens to either spend on a
£1 short book or to get £1 off a normal book.

By Kitty, 5O

learning, imaginative play, with plenty of
With danger zones, out-of-bound areas, shade and places to read and relax.”
and not enough activities for the children to
Mr Choueke would like the children to
do, it’s clear that the West playground is in respect their play area. “I want the children
desperate need of renovation.
to feel a sense of ownership and pride in the
Head Teacher M r
Choueke
i s playground and help to look after it.”
This is why Mr Choueke and the
determined to make that happen. He
outlined his vision for the playground, research team are inviting groups of
saying, “I would like our playground to be a children – instead of staff – to show them
space that everyone – boys, girls, parents – around the existing playground. I have been
can enjoy; for running, climbing, outdoor receiving lots of letters and maps from

children with fantastic
ideas for redevelopment,
and I’m really glad that
children are so keen to
get involved”, he added.
T ha nks
to
Mr
Choueke and his staff’s commitment, and that
of Coleridge Families, the project is finally
underway. Coleridge Families has put all its
fundraising efforts since 2018 towards the
playground project, and has already raised
£50,000 for the playground redevelopment. A
large part of this was raised by the Coleridge
Cycle Ride from London to Amsterdam which
took place in June 2018. Each cyclist raised
between
£300 and £3,000 in sponsorship.
One cyclist explained his decision
to take part: “I thought it would be
a challenge and a fun way to raise
money for the school and I want
the kids to have a nice
playground.”
The Coleridge has spoken to
project insiders to find out when it will start.
Debbie Kuypers, Vice Chair of Governors and
Client Representative for Coleridge Primary
School’s playground project, said: “Any works
may take years to complete …
T h e s e
major works will require a lot of structural
changes, as well as digging and filling.”
Despite the impressive amount of money
raised already, the work required will cost a
lot more than the Coleridge Families funds
available, Kuypers explained. “The plan is for
Haringey [Council] to carry out the major
work and for our Coleridge Families money to
be the ‘icing on the cake’, providing play
equipment, obstacle courses, huts for quiet
play or the allotments.” The team wants to
begin works as soon as possible but they don’t
want to make any changes that will be undone
by the structural work.

The work will therefore be divided up into
separate phases. “The Millennium Garden will
be part of Phase 1, and will be opened up in
stages starting from the Easter Holiday
onwards,” said Kuypers. “One of the things
that has already been decided is that we
would like to put in an additional gate at the
Millennium Garden, thereby creating some
sort of a one-way system and reducing
congestion at the main gate and bridge.”

One area that children are particularly
keen to see reopened is the bank, which is a
large space and is currently out-of-bounds.
“The bank will need digging up as part of the
Haringey works so we may not be able to open
this in the short term,” said Kuypers.
“However, the master plan will be
for the whole playground so over the
next few years all areas will be
changed or improved. The aim is to
carry out smaller projects on a yearby-year basis. New play areas will
be created; however this may be
more like a parkour of things to
climb on and jump over rather than standalone traditional play equipment, which can
be expensive and a bit boring. We may well be
able to create big tubs in the allotment areas
for growing lilies and keeping frogs.”
It sounds like the playground may end up
looking rather different to how it does now.
“In the long run we don’t want to just fix what
is there. We want to work out the best use for
all the spaces as well as the best location for
existing and new activities,” says Kuypers. A
public consultation with parents and children
was held in March 2019 and will have sparked
lots of imaginative ideas for new activities.
There’s still a long way to
go, but Coleridge pupils of
the future will be lucky
enough to enjoy the vision
of the pupils of today.

By Isak, 5O

Chinese New Year dates vary each year and
Wel comi ng could fall at the end of January or in
the year of the February.
pig! This year,
For Chinese people all over, the Lunar
Chinese
New New Year is the biggest celebration of the
Year 2019 was year, a time for happy reunions, family and
celebrated on February 5. This traditional friends, rich in colourful traditions and
festival has been celebrated for more than customs.
four thousand years. It came about from
Chinese people love the colour red as it
ancient celebrations to mark the end of the is a symbol of luck. Giving red envelopes
long winter season and the beginning of during New Year is a way to send good
spring. It celebrates the earth coming back to wishes and luck (as well as money). Red
life and the beginning of the growing cycle. envelopes ("Hong Bao") are given out from
This is why it is also called the Spring older to younger, from bosses to employees,
Festival.
and from leaders
In western countries, New Year's Day
always falls on January 1st. In China, New
Year's Day is also the first day of the first
month of the Lunar Calendar! Therefore,

By Daisy, 5O

to underlings. It
is a special New
Year's bonus!

The glow tent is where you use UV
lights to look at your face paint in the
mirrors or you could use the UV lights to look
at the paintings on the fabric walls. You can
stand under the laser lights as they move
around and through your bodies, but
BEWARE! As there are laser lights, there
also smoke machines and the smoke alarm
may go off at any moment and as a result, all
the doors and windows will have to be opened
so it will be very cold for a bit.

This year, on the 26th of January, is the
silent disco. A silent disco is when a disco is
held, but every one has to wear headphones.
On their headphones there are normally 3
different colour settings (ours are blue, green
and red). For each of the colours there is a
different DJ who is playing a different song.
Our silent disco is held in the west hall in
two different sessions, the early one (4:30pm6:30pm) and the late one (6:30pm-8:30pm).
Every one will come in, take some
The different types of food you can get is
headphones and get DANCING!
pizza, spring rolls, chocolate biscuits, bread
At the silent disco you can get UV sticks, vegetable pots and sweetie necklaces.
(Ultra-Violet) face paint, glow elements, have
Maybe next year you could come to the
your photos taken in the photo booth, food, silent disco?
drinks and LOTS of SUGAR!!!

By Anais, 5P

“When I was in secondary school we had
You may a Classics teacher, who taught us Latin and I
have
heard really enjoyed it,” said Ms Leung, who
that Latin is teaches 5P.
now
being
5B’s teacher, Mr Breuer, thinks “It is a
taught
at great opportunity for children to learn where
Coleridge! We different languages have originated from”.
went
to
“It’s fun! We get to learn lots about
i n v e s t i g a t e Ancient Greek and Roman cultures,” Ms
why
and Bosworth told us.
what
the
“It’s like you’re an explorer, using a
benefits are
different culture and language, to look back
of learning this dead language.
in time”, said Ms Razimbaud, who teaches 50.
What exactly is Latin?
Students in Year 5 have been enjoying
If you’re in Year 5, you may already Latin and feel that Latin will help them to
know, but otherwise read on to find out learn other languages in the future.
more… Thousands of years ago, in Roman
times, Latin was spoken as a main language How is it taught?
in many parts of the world. It eventually
Year 5 have Classics lessons once a
evolved into English and other modern week. The first half of the lesson focusses on
languages.
language and grammar, starting with the
basics, and becoming increasingly more
Why did we stop speaking Latin?
During the Germanic invasions of the complex as the year goes on. The second half
Roman Empire, the invaders succeeded in is about Roman and Greek culture, and often
conquering the places where Latin was involves projects, such as creating Greek
spoken. They added their own dialects to the pots, writing our Roman names using
local Latin, which then evolved into mosaics, making a real Roman board game,
languages we now know as Italian, French or or even producing “Millefiori” dishes out of
clay.
Spanish.
Latin comes to Coleridge
The decision to trial Latin lessons this
year was taken following the success of Year
5 learning some as part of their topic on the
Romans last academic year (2017/18). We
Interviewed Year Five teachers who are
currently teaching one of History’s oldest
languages.

Why is it beneficial to learn Latin?

Fun Facts

There are many benefits to learning 
Latin in school. In order to understand Latin
grammar, you need to have a good
understanding of English grammar, which we 
go over in lessons.
Furthermore, Latin’s grammatical framework
promotes logical thinking, as well as
enhanced reading and writing skills.



Did you know that J. K .Rowling used
Latin for many spells and even for many
of the characters’ names?!
Latin is still spoken today in the Vatican.
Scientists and biologists use Latin as
many scientific words are based in both
the Latin and Greek languages.

*Title translation: The only good language is
Latin increases linguistic awareness and a dead language!
helps to learn new languages. Its vocabulary
and grammar have similarities to many other
languages like French, German and Spanish.
It even helps to learn languages which are
not related to it, such as Russian and Greek
because, like Latin, they are highly inflected
languages.
Latin is even still used today to help create
new words in many modern-day languages.

By Loren Jai, 6O

In 1940, the German army (also known
as the Nazis) were invading France and
winning ground. Britain and France were
allies from the First World War (allies meant
they were fighting on the same side). In
Dunkirk, in the North of France, Britain
helped around 480,000 soldiers to evacuate
France from the incoming German forces.
The allied soldiers were stranded on the
beach, as the Nazis kept bombing and
gaining ground on them. Back in England,
the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill,
announced that everyone with a boat who
could legally cross the English Channel,
should go over to France and help save

soldiers. This was named operation Dynamo.
War ships and regular boats started
crossing the English Chanel in May 1940,
making their way to Dunkirk. However, the
war ships couldn’t fit through. The Allies
planned to let the smaller boats in, let them
pick up the soldiers and bring them back to
the war ships. When they were full, they
ferried soldiers to England and returned
back to Dunkirk to retrieve more. This
continued for 9 whole days, until the 4th of
June. The last of the British army left on the
3rd of June and the Royal Navy returned on
the 4th of June to rescue as many as the
French rear-guard as possible. Over 26,000
French soldiers were evacuated on the last
day, but between 30,000 and 40,000 were left
behind and captured by the Germans.
Around 16,000 French and 1,000 British
soldiers died in this evacuation.

By Ellia, 5O

This year’s date for Khumb Mela is from the
th
th
Kumbh Mela is a huge Hindu 15 of January to the 4 of March. It’s
pilgrimage festival celebrating the rise of the extremely exciting as this doesn’t happen
Hindu gods over demons. A pilgrimage is a much. This year, Khumbh Mela will be held
religious or holy journey that one would in Allahabad. Allahabad is all the way in
make if they were Christian or Hindu. The India, which
selected place for the pilgrimage is chosen is a very long
from
between many different sacred rivers. The way
we
four most sacred rivers for Khumb Mela are where
the Ganga in Haridwar and Prayag, the live.
Yamuna in Prayag as well, the Godavari in
Kumbh
Trimbak-Nashik and finally the Shipra in Mela started a little more than one hundred
Ujjain. This special occasion happens once years ago, in 1870. The first place it was held
every twelve years. That means most in was Allahabad as well. It’s also one of the
students at most important festivals to the Hindus. The
C o l e r i d g e main thing about Kumbh Mela is that it’s
hadn’t been about peace, and it’s always a peaceful
born the last gathering for Hindus no matter what. The
time
i t priests who made it must have felt very
h a p p e n e d ! strongly about that!

By Amber, 6R

Yo u'v e
hea rd
about the legend
of King Arthur
and the sword in
the stone? Well, what about the sword in the
sewer?
Engineers in Denmark have found a
medieval sword, in a sewer, which dates all
the way back to the 1300s. Amazingly, the
sword is in good condition and is
still really sharp. The sword was
found in a layer of waste in the
sewer and no-one's really sure
how it ended up there.

Archaeologists
think
the
double-edged
blade belonged
to
an
elite
warrior of the
time. That’s because swords were really
expensive in the Middle Ages and only the
most elite fighters, like people born into the
royal family, could afford to carry one. The
battle scars on the weapon suggest that it
was used in at least three or
four massive wars.
The sword is going to be on
show for the public at the
Nordyllands history museum
in Aalborg, Denmark.

By Andreas, 6O

This school year, Coleridge Primary
School proudly presented our annual school
play, Maid Marian & Robin Hood. The school
play is an event that every year 6 student
has been looking forward to for seven years,
ever since their first class dance in
Reception.

For those of you who don’t know the
story, this school play was about two Robbers
called Maid Marian and Robin Hood who
started
off
as
ordinary
people.
Unfortunately, out of nowhere, one day King
Richard decided to set off on a crusade with
his sidekick Lord Bannister. King John
(King Richard’s brother) was the worst king
that Nottingham had ever had. He partnered
up with a couple of right old devils: Guy of
Gisborne, Lady Hiss, Alex the tax collector,
Cornelius the Jester and the Sheriff of
Nottingham. Together, they conspired to
steel as much money as they could from the
already poor peasants. Robin Hood and Maid
Marian then met a group called the Merry
Men (Much the Miller, Willow Scarlet, Edna
the Fearless, Joan the Aged, Friar Tuck and
their leader Little John). After Robin is
tragically captured, Marian and the Merry
Men band together to save Robin and the
peasants from being hung. King Richard
comes back and Nottingham is saved!
Like every year, teachers, students and

parents worked hard to produce the script,
the costumes, the make-up, the props, the
backdrop, the lighting and the class dances.
This culminated in an amazing show,
including all Coleridge children from
Reception up to Year 6.
Maid Marian and Robin Hood was very
well received with audiences both young and
old(er!). Ms Foulkes thought the costumes
were unbelievable. Mr Skrein complimented
Year 6 on their hard work and said “the
school play was so great this year!”. Ms
Edge thought the play was “an incredible
event that [brought] the whole school
together. It [was] amazing to see how much
everyone [grew] in confidence”. Ms Henry
added that “it was fantastic to see all the
children in year 6 pull together and support
each other and produce an amazing show!”.
It’s not all plain sailing, however. Here
are some of the bloopers (which happened
during filming!):


Someone fell when running on stage.



The pig prop broke in half .



Someone was two minutes late on stage.



Someone got confused with one of their
lines in the final battle.

We hope you enjoyed the play as much
as we did and can’t wait to see what’s in
store for next year!

By Isis, 5R
October the new book of A Jealousy, threats and horrible pranks quickly
Most Unladylike spiral out of control – and then one of the cast
was realised called Death in is found dead. As the opening night looms
the Spotlight. As the title closer, Hazel and Daisy must take centre
suggests, all the action stage and solve the crime – before the killer
happens at the theatre. strikes again.
Daisy Wells and Hazel
Wong are off to the
beautiful Rue Theatre in
London, where they face an
entirely new challenge: acting. But behind
the theatre’s glittering façade, the girls soon
realize that there is trouble at the Rue.

Murder

By Isak, 5O
As you may have heard, the characters from
the first awesome LEGO movie were back on
our cinema screens in an even more
bricktastic adventure! This film takes place
just after the first epic movie, when DUPLO
invaders from another planet come and
destroy Emmet’s home. Now that Emmet’s
home is destroyed, he and his friends live in
the destroyed city of Apocalypseburg. Fans of
Chris Pratt (Star of Jurassic World) will love
the new character, Rex Dangervest, voiced by
him, . Also, there are two new characters in
the sequel. Sweet Mayhem, voiced by

Stephanie Beatriz and Queen Watevra
Wa’Nabi (Queen whatever I want to be)
voiced by Tiffany Haddish. Like the first
movie, the LEGO movie 2 has its own songs,
some of which are called, “Catchy Song”,
“Everything’s Not Awesome”, “Super Cool”,
“Not Evil”, “Come Together Now” “Gotham
City Guys”, “Hello Me And You” and many,
many more awesome tunes! If you enjoy
vampires who like to dj, shapeshifting
queens from outer space, action and awesome
music, you’ll love this movie. I totally
recommend this film and I give it five stars!

By Leo, 5O

popular choice. However, looking at the poll
The Coleridge carried out a poll with from a "Year" angle (columns graph), the
years 3, 4, 5 and 6, to find out our favourite results tell us a different story.
lunchtime activity.
Year 6 actually prefers Talking to
From the 480 poll sheets given out ,405 Friends over Football. They also enjoy
sheets were returned. The missing votes were Drawing, King Ball and Ping Pong.

due to absences and class 3R who did not
Year 5 prefers Talking to Friends and
complete the poll.
IT / Manhunt to Football, which is an
unexpected outcome. Gymnastics / Dancing,
The Results:
Drawing and Reading are also popular with
Football was picked as the overall favourite Year 5.
activity, with 120 votes (30% of the poll).
Year 4 enjoys Football the most. They
Talking to friends was the second overall
favourite, with 82 votes (20% of the poll). also like to spend their break on Climbing
Together, these top two favourites add up to Frame, Gymnastics / Dancing, IT / Manhunt
50% of the overall votes. Next in line was and Talking to Friends.
IT / Manhunt with 11%. Fourth place was
Year 3 also enjoys Football a lot and is
shared between the Climbing frame, Drawing the year that prefers King Ball the most.
and Kingball with 8% of the votes. Fifth They are also fond of Basketball, perhaps a
favourite activity went to Gymnastics and sport that will take off at Coleridge soon.
Dancing with 7% and Ping Pong (4%),
Regardless of what your favourite
Reading (3%) and Basketball (1%) took the lunchtime activity might be, there is no doubt
overall least favourite activity spots.
that we all LOVE our break!

The Analysis:
It’s no surprise that Football was a

By Eugenia, 6B
Nowadays, video games can be found in
almost every household. There’s a wide
range of games leading from classic Mario
Kart to Minecraft. But do you know the
whole history of video games?
The very first video games
The earliest computer
games were developed
in the 1950s. Most
people think that “Pong”
was the very first
arcade
video
game
invented, but it was in
fact a game called
“Magnavox
Odyssey”,
created by a man called
Ralph Baer. While “Pong” and “Magnavox
Odyssey” were released the same year
(1972), Ralph Baer released his video game
months earlier.
What happened afterwards?
Well, video games only got better with many
becoming popular household names. I can’t
put them all in, but here are a few games
from the 90’s that I think deserve a place on
this list.
Atari
Breakout
This
specific
game gives the
player
an
extreme
challenge, and it only keeps getting harder
and harder the further you get into the
game. Personally, I haven’t got past level two
(it’s hard!). There are two different versions
that I know of: the Google one and the
version that Atari made back in the 90’s.
Zelda
Created by Shigeru Miyamoto, the game ‘The

Legend of Zelda’ is about a boy named Link
on a quest to rescue Princess Zelda and save
the kingdom of Hyrule from the great King of
Evil who is also known as The Dark Lord or
Ganondorf. Introduced in 1986, Zelda has
been one of Nintendo’s most successful
franchises. Zelda has
19 major games, its
own
TV
series,
Manga
adaptions
and many more!
Donkey Kong
Donkey Kong first
made his debut in
1981, in the arcade machine Donkey Kong.
In 1994, Donkey Kong Country became
Nintendo’s bestselling game not bundled to
the console. Donkey Kong’s moves are based
entirely on a horse. Donkey Kong is one of
the earliest examples of a platform game.
Donkey Kong actually had his own TV show
called ‘Donkey Kong Country’ based off a
SNES classic aired in the US and France.
Sonic the Hedgehog
The company Sega was undecided on
whether or not to make Sonic a Hedgehog or
a Rabbit. Eventually, they decided on the
Hedgehog we know today. Before they
released the game, they wanted to call Sonic
Mr. Needlemouse! At the time of Sonic’s
release, he was the fastest moving video
game character ever!

By Martin, 6P

Fun facts

Concorde was a supersonic (meaning faster
than sound) aircraft that could reach speeds
up to 4000mph. It was first
introduced into commercial
service on the 21st of January
1976 by British Airways.
Concorde was first designed
in 1962 Aérospatiale/BAC
aviation (now known as
Airbus). After seven long years of designing,
in 1969, the Concorde finally had its test
flights, which went extremely well. One year
on, more than 100 different airlines had
ordered the Concorde. Then due to excessive
costs, 23 years later, Air France and British
Airways announced they would stop flying
Concorde. Concorde’s last flight was in
October 2003 from New York JFK to London
Heathrow terminal 2.



By Euan, 6O



On a normal flight from London to New
York it takes 8 hours, but on Concorde
it took only 4 hours.

It was even possible to
celebrate New Year’s Eve in both
London and New York due to the
short flight time.

Pilots found it very hard to
manoeuvre the aircraft on the
ground due to its long nose.
When it arrived at Heathrow on its last
flight it parked at gate 1 terminal 2 and
never moved.

across Europe, also made sizable donations
The
Argentinian to the campaign.
striker,
Emiliano
Mr Sala’s plane crashed near
Sala, was reported Guernsey and was missing for over two
missing on the 21st weeks, before a private search team located
th
January
of
this the wreckage on the 8 of February. It was
noted by Sala himself that the plane was in a
year, after his plane disappeared on route to
poor condition and it is thought that the
Cardiff airport. He was travelling to his first
crash was caused by a mechanical failure.
training session with the Cardiff City team. His funeral took place in Emiliano’s home
When the Argentinian striker was first town of Progreso, in Arentina.
reported missing, a campaign was started to
help find him. French World Cup star,
Kylian Mbappe, donated £27,000, while his
Paris Saint-Germain teammates Adrien
Rabiot and Marseille's Dmitri Payet, as well
as several other well known players from

The goal is to find the right placement for the
number 1 through to 9 in each row, column and
box. All nine numbers must be used, and none
can be repeated.

1.

Where did Emiliano Sala’s funeral take place?

2.

Name one of the mindfulness apps you could
get.

3.

What year did Concorde come to service?

4.

Name all of the Merry Men.

5.

At what time was the early Silent Disco?

6.

What is the main cause of deforestation?

7.

How many people died in the Polar Vortex?

8.

In The Lego Movie 2, where does Emmet live?

9.

How long was NASA’s space probe, InSight, in

Answers:1 Name that actor: Emily Blunt 2. Coleridge Quiz: 1. Argentina (Progresso), 2. one
of the following: Headspace, Insight timer, calm, MINDBODY, smiling mind, Omvana,
Breethe, 10% happier, the mindfulness app, Meditation studio, 3.1976, 4. Little John, Much
the Miller, Willow Scarlett, Friar Tuck, Edna the Fearless, Joan the Aged, 5. 4:30 – 6:30,
6.Humans, 7. 8, 8.Apocalypseburg, 9. 6 Months, 10. Spain

WEIRD

to a parking space. It helps a lot and saves
you time.

There have been frozen waterfalls in Thai
China and at Niagara Falls Canada. In
China the actual water was frozen so there
WEIRDEST
was none flowing but, in Canada the water
was still running but freezing. The rocks and Every year in Whitlethee, lots of farmers
land around them were frozen though.
from one town dress up someone they know
in straw and had a parade through the town
bringing round their straw friends. Lots of
people gather to watch and actually find it
entertaining to watch someone walk around
in straw. Would you?
WEIRDER
Do you sometimes have to wait in the car for
ages hoping your parents will find a parking
space… well, Gatwick Airport are planning
to create a robot to help your car park. It
picks your car up slightly and carries the car

Thank you for reading this issue of the Coleridge!
The newspaper in your hands right now wouldn’t be possible without
all these hard working children and teachers:
Year 5: Matei 5B, Sofia 5B, Daisy 5O, Leo 5O, Ellia 5O, Thomas 5P,
Oscar 5P, Hamish 5P, Anais 5P, Isis 5R, Luca 5R, Lila 5R and Ella 5R
Year 6: Euan 6O, Lucy 6O, Andreas 6O, Joseph 6O, Loren Jai 6O,
Jasmine 6B, Kara 6B, Ayana 6B, Eugenia 6B, Nina 6B, Martin 6P,
Beth 6R, Amber 6R and Poppy 6R
Teachers: Ms Creamer 4R and Ms Razimbaud 5O

