
       Year 5 Remote Learning  

            English Week 14 
 

Message 25 Daily Reading Challenge! 

Hello everyone, 

 

This week, the format for Year 5’s English Remote Learning is 

slightly different. There are 5 daily lessons. You can choose when 

to do them, but just make sure you do them in order as they build 

on each other! 

 

On each day, there is a SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar) starter activity. This may or may not be the same topic 

we are focussing on in the rest of the lesson. The main point of this 

is to keep all our other writing skills sharp. 

 

There is an answer sheet for all the SPaG starters. Each SPaG 

lesson is on a separate page (5 in total). Make sure you don’t 

scroll too far down and ruin the fun for the next day! 

 

Just like we do in school, make sure you keep your notes from 

each writing lesson as you will need them in later lessons.  

 

Some lessons have extra resources saved, and some have 

videos. The first lesson has two videos, and the next ones have 

one video each, made by our very own Ms Horton! 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please send us an e-mail 

at year5@coleridgeprimary.net. 

 

We hope you enjoy yourselves! 
 

How many of these reading challenges can you complete? Tick 

them off once you’ve achieved them, and if you can, send us a 

photo of you doing the challenge!  

 

Don’t forget to visit the library at school every Thursday (9.30am-

12pm and 1pm-2.30pm) outside the West office to pick up or 

swap new books! 

mailto:year5@coleridgeprimary.net


 

Lesson 1  

SPaG Starter: Missing Punctuation 

 

Can you spot the errors in the passage below? 

 

maggie was unhappy. She had tried her best 

all day. But nothing had gone well it was 

like the world was against her.  

‘why does it always happen to me’ she cried 

First she had poured orange juice on her 

cereal. Then she couldnt find her PE kit when 

she finally got to school, she realised she 

had forgotten her school bag! she was missing 

her homework her lunch her pencil case and 

her library book. ‘I want to go home she 

grumbled. Thats when she remembered she had 

an extra french class that evening. ‘I wonder 

if mum will let me skip it’ she thought 

hopefully 

 

 

Write out the passage with the correct punctuation (using your 

best, joined-up handwriting).  

 

If it helps, read it aloud. Think about where the natural pauses 

should be.  

 

When you are finished, check your work against the correct 

passage in the ‘Grammar starters ANSWERS’ document.  
 

Writing 

This week, you will be learning about debate. You will also be 

researching, planning and writing a speech for a debate. You 

will have five lessons this week, with each one following on 

from one another so it is important that you do them in order. 

 

Watch the video below to see Ms Horton explain what a 

debate is and why debating is an important skill to learn: 

https://youtu.be/QgRbQ_Mk6Tg 

 

Now watch Ms Horton share her screen with you to explain 

the activity below: https://youtu.be/kXcfFh4ZMQk  

 

Activity:  

Let's watch some children debate on the video below. 

 

As you watch, think about: 

● words and phrases that the children use 

● what are they debating about? 

● what kind of language do they use? 

 

https://noisyclassroom.com/video/this-house-believes-that-

kids-can-make-a-big-difference-to-the-environment/ 

 
Watch the video again and write down as many words and 

phrases that the children used, which you could use when it’s 

your turn to debate. Remember your note taking skills that 

you learned in class! Then, keep your notes in a safe place as 

they will be very helpful to you in the following lessons. 

 

https://youtu.be/QgRbQ_Mk6Tg
https://youtu.be/kXcfFh4ZMQk
https://noisyclassroom.com/video/this-house-believes-that-kids-can-make-a-big-difference-to-the-environment/
https://noisyclassroom.com/video/this-house-believes-that-kids-can-make-a-big-difference-to-the-environment/


 

Lesson 2  

SPaG Starter: Homophones 

Choose the correct version:  

● Your/you’re doing my head in! 

● Pass me your/you’re finished work.  

● It’s your/you’re future.  

● Your/you’re a credit to your parents.  

● Your/you’re going to regret it if you don’t take your/you’re coat. 

 

● I’m off to/too/two the shops.  

● Can you bring the baskets to/too/two?  

● It’ll only take to/too/two minutes to do it.  

● It’s just to/too/two much for one woman to/too/two do!  

● It’s all just to/two/too depressing! 

 

● It was definitely there/their/they’re fault.  

● There/their/they’re my favourite!  

● It’s up there/their/they’re on the shelf.  

● There/their/they’re so happy they won!  

● They left there/their/they’re dog with there/their/they’re auntie 

while they were on holiday. 

 

Identify the other spellings of these homophones and use both in a 

sentence:  

● flower 

● leek 

● plain 

● bare 

● break 

● deer 

● hole 

● night 

● piece 

● steel  

When you are finished, check your answers in the SPaG answer sheet. 

Writing 

Watch the video below of Ms Horton explaining the activities for today:  

https://youtu.be/c5NLubbVbk8  

 

You will be preparing to debate this topic: 

Children can make a big difference to the environment. 

 

There will be two sides to this debate:  

➔ proposition (yes - children can make a big difference to the 

environment.) 

➔ opposition (no - children can’t make a big difference to the 

environment.) 

 

To be a good debater, you need to think about both sides of the 

argument, not just the side you are arguing for. 

 

In this lesson, you are going to think of ideas to help you think about 

both sides of the argument: 

 

Activity: 

Write down each question below and then write your ideas and 

answers below it. Give yourself at least 5 minutes to think deeply about 

and write your answer to each question (that’s a minimum of 25 minutes 

overall). If you are struggling to think of ideas, you could discuss it over 

lunch or dinner with your family. 

 

1. Who creates more pollution: adults or children? Explain why. 

2. What would be a help to the environment? 

3. How can you get your voice heard? Who can you influence? 

4. Do you think about the environment when you spend your 

pocket money? Why/why not? 

5. What are the biggest challenges to the environment? 

 

Keep your ideas and answers in a safe place as they will be very helpful 

to you in the following lessons. 

https://youtu.be/c5NLubbVbk8


 

Lesson 3 

SPaG Starter: Root Words 

A root word is the basic word after all the affixes (prefixes or suffixes) are taken away. Root Words are the main part of a word. Other words can 

be formed from root words. Understanding the meanings of common roots can help you work out the meanings of new words as you encounter 

them. A lot of root words come from Latin! 

 

For example, the root word for ‘disappear’ is ‘appear’. The affix is ‘dis’. 

Other examples: 

● magic → magical 

● music → musician  

● play→ playful 

 

Find the root word of the following words: 

● nonsense 

● mismatch 

● rethink 

● wonderment 

● unbearable 

● irresponsible 

● unpardonable 

● dissatisfaction 

● mismanagement 

 

Can you think of three words formed from each of the root words below? 

● form 

● act 

● port 

● ratio 

● norm 

● happy 

 

When you are finished, check your answers in the SPaG answer sheet. 

 

 



Writing 

Watch the video below of Ms Horton explaining the activities for today::  https://youtu.be/6_NTnOS7yIA 

 

You will need your notes, ideas and answers from Lesson 1 and Lesson 2 to help you in this lesson. Looking back at the debate video 

from Lesson 1, which children did you feel convinced by? Why? 

 

A good argument in a debate is supported by ideas based on research. Today you will start researching your arguments for this 

topic: Children can make a big difference to the environment. 

 

There will be two sides to this debate:  

➔ proposition (yes - children can make a big difference to the environment. 

➔ opposition (no - children can’t make a big difference to the environment. 

 

Activity: Pick a side! 

After thinking deeply about questions around this topic in Lesson 2, decide if you would like to argue for or against this topic. It is 

generally easier to argue for something you agree with. However, if you would like a challenge, argue for the side you personally 

disagree with! 

 
Once you’ve decided whether you’re on the proposition or opposition side of the debate, you will then need to come up with three 

main points or arguments to support your position. 

 

Each point you make will need this structure: 

1. Point 

2. Evidence 

3. Explanation 

 

For example: 

 

https://youtu.be/6_NTnOS7yIA


Fill in or recreate Y5 English - Writing Lesson 3 - Debate Preparation* on your own piece of paper, to help you structure your 

arguments. 

 

Remember that you are trying to find three strong reasons for your opinion. You will need to do research on each point to provide 

strong evidence to support your argument. Look back at the video in Lesson 1 or look at the facts and statistics below for ideas to 

help you understand both sides of the argument. 

 

● There are 1.9 billion children in the world. 

● 80% of the world's forests have already been lost to deforestation. 

● 1.4 million young people around the world took part in the school climate strike, organised by 16-year-old Greta Thunberg. 

● The voting age for most countries around the world is 18. 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 4 

SPaG Starter: Improving Vocabulary 

 
A. Read the following sentences. What words could you replace the word ‘nice’ with? Think of at least 3 different replacements for each sentence. 

 

● He was a very nice man. 

● Last night’s meal was nice. 

● She always wears nice clothes. 

● The children’s behavior was very nice. 

 

This time, replace the word ‘good’ (at least 3 for each sentence).  

● He is a good swimmer.  

● I had a good time last night.  

● The play was good.  

● I got good feedback for my work.  

 

 

B. How many synonyms can you think of for the word ‘said’? Make a list, then choose five to write a sentence with. Remember speech punctuation! 

 

 

C. Shades of Meaning: Can you order these words in intensity from the weakest to the strongest? 

1. large, gigantic, big, huge, colossal, enormous 

2. joyful, ecstatic, happy, content, cheerful, overjoyed, glad, thrilled, delighted, elated 

3. chilly, cold, freezing, cool, glacial, icy 

4. depressed, sorrowful, sad, downcast, gloomy, upset 

5. beautiful, exquisite, pretty, gorgeous, stunning 

6. horrified, petrified, scared, shaken, afraid, terrified 

 

 

When you are finished, check your answers in the SPaG answer sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 
Watch the video below of Ms Horton explaining the activities for today:: https://youtu.be/HCMpm2g_-FU 

 

Recap! A persuasive text is a piece of writing where the main purpose is to tell the reader your point of view and then persuade them to agree with you or do 

something you want them to do. A persuasive text is often organised like this: 
 

I. Statement of position 

A. Say what your point of view is and what you want to persuade the 

reader to think or do. 

 

II. Arguments 

A. This is where you try to convince the reader they should agree with 

you. 

B. You should write at least three different reasons, but if you can think 

of others, that will probably make the reader agree with you even 

more! 

 

III. Reinforce your position 

A. Write one sentence where you strongly repeat what your position is. 

B. Write another sentence where you briefly sum up your arguments 

(repeat what your reasons are, but in a short way). 

 

Examples of persuasive texts: 

➔ An advertisement might want you to buy something, or donate money towards a charity. 

➔ A brochure or leaflet might try to persuade you to book a holiday with a company, join a sports team, or eat in a local restaurant. 

➔ You might write a letter to persuade your mum to give you pocket money, or to convince your headmaster to give you longer playtimes. 

★ Debate speeches are also persuasive texts. Here you will try and persuade people of your side of the argument. 

 
Activity 1: 

Can you remember some of the key features of persuasive writing? Take a moment to write down as many as you can then look at the next page to see how 

many you’ve remembered. 

 

Think back to Week 6 when you wrote a letter to persuade Mr Choueke to change one thing about Coleridge. 

Persuasive devices: 

➔ facts and statistics (In a survey conducted, 98% agreed.) 

➔ personal appeal/benefits (you…  )  

➔ repetition 

➔ rhetorical questions 

➔ adjectives 

➔ bossy verbs (imperatives) 

➔ alliteration 

➔ superlatives (-est/most) 

➔ special offers 

https://youtu.be/HCMpm2g_-FU


Activity 2: 

Watch the video of Greta Thunberg giving a speech about climate change below. 

 

Think about what points she makes and how she makes them. What makes this an effective speech? Does she use any persuasive devices? 

 

Write down any words or phrases which you could use when you write your speech. You could add it to your notes of words and phrases from the children’s 

debate from Lesson 1. Keep them in a safe place, you will need them for the next lesson. 

 

Greta Thunberg Speech - You Are Stealing Our Future: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzeekxtyFOY 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzeekxtyFOY


Lesson 5 

SPaG Starter: Punctuation Challenge 

In the following passage, each punctuation mark has been replaced by a symbol. All the full stops are represented by the same symbol, all the 

commas are represented by another symbol, etc. Can you figure out which symbol corresponds to which punctuation mark? 

 

Punctuation used: 

full stops .       commas ,        apostrophes ‘        speech marks “”          hyphens –       dashes -        Exclamation marks !    ellipsis ...         

 question marks ?             colons :              semicolons ; 

 

Symbols used:  

 

 
 

 

Rewrite the passage including all the correct punctuation (Use your best joined handwriting!).  

When you are finished, check your answers in the SPaG answer sheet. 

 

 

 



Writing 
Watch the video below of Ms Horton explaining the activities for today: https://youtu.be/TsaOb0hjHoQ  

 

Today you will be writing your debate and performing your speech, agreeing or disagreeing with the motion: Children can make a big difference to the 

environment. 

 

You will need: 

1. Your notes of words and phrases from the children’s debate from Lesson 1, and your notes of words and phrases from Greta Thunberg’s speech from 

Lesson 4. 

2. Your debate preparation sheet from Lesson 3, where you structured your 3 points, evidence and explanation to support your argument. 

3. Your list of persuasive devices you can use to make your speech super persuasive from Lesson 4. 

 

Activity 1: Write your speech 

Your speech should be organised like a persuasive text: 

 

1. Statement of position 

a. Say what your point of view is and what you want to persuade the reader to think or do. 

 

2. Arguments 

a. This is where you try to convince the reader they should agree with you. 

b. You should write at least three different reasons, but if you can think of others, that will probably make the reader agree with you even more! 

 

3. Reinforce your position 

a. Write one sentence where you strongly repeat what your position is. 

b. Write another sentence where you briefly sum up your arguments (repeat what your reasons are, but in a short way). 

 

Don’t forget to: 

● Introduce yourself at the start of your speech 

● Use persuasive language, evidence and facts to prove your argument is best. 

● Think about what a person on the other side of the debate might say to support their argument and make sure your points 

counteract these. 

● A polite farewell and your name, after you’ve given your closing statement. 

 

Activity 2: Perform your speech 

Read your speech aloud, imagining that you are speaking to a room full of people or addressing a crowd. When you’ve practised it a few 

times and you are happy with it, you may feel confident enough to record yourself or perform it to your family. Remember to speak 

confidently and slowly and clearly, and make eye contact! 

 

Don’t forget you can send your speeches, videos, or voice recordings to your teachers on the Year 5 email: year5@coleridgeprimary.net 
 

 

https://youtu.be/TsaOb0hjHoQ
mailto:year5@coleridgeprimary.net


 

Reading  

This week, there are three reading activities to choose from.  

 

Each one is based on a non-fiction text about Martin Luther King Jr. They are split into three categories, shown in 

the bottom left corner of the page: 

 

 

● 1 Star - challenging 

● 2 Stars - more challenging 

● 3 Stars - most challenging 

 

 

You only have to choose one to do, but you may look at 

them all before making your choice.  

 

 

The reading booklet, questions and answer key are all in one 

document titled: Y5 Reading - Week 14. 

 

 

Remember to look at the answers only after you have 

finished! 
 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words Activity 

This week, we are going to look 

at how we can create adjectives 

by adding the suffix “ive” to 

nouns or verbs.  

 

The suffix “ive” simply means 

“tending to” or “having the 

nature of”. 

 

Depending on the verb or noun 

you are changing, there are 

different ways to do this.  

 

For some, all you have to do is 

add “ive”. For example: 

 or  

 

If the noun or verb ends in an 

“e”, then you need to remove 

the “e” and add “ive”. For 

example: 

 or  

 

An exception is the word 

“offence”, in which the “c” 

becomes an “s”, as well as 

taking away the “e” and adding 

“ive”: 

 

This week’s spelling 

words to practice 

are: 

 

● attractive 

● assertive 

● creative 

● co-operative 

● offensive 

Task 1: 

Make a list of other nouns and verbs that can be changed into adjectives using the 

suffix “ive”.  

 

Task 2:  

Use each of your spelling words in a sentence.  

 

Task 3:  

Complete the following word search. It is available in a separate document, along 

with the answers. 

 
 

Task 4:  

Practice your best joined handwriting with “ive” suffix words (the sheet is available 

separately).   

 


