By Remi, 5O
Most people believe that it is essential to
wear masks, but some think that it will
hardly make a difference. Do you think that
if everybody wore a mask wherever they go,
it would end this pandemic?

The World Health Organisation (WHO)
initially said that only two groups of people
should be wearing protective masks:
1.
The sick and those showing symptoms.
2.
People who care for people who are
suspected of having the virus, or are
known to have it already.
The UK government said that masks weren’t
recommended for the public of England,
because:
1.
They can be contaminated by other
people’s coughs and sneezes, or when
putting them on or removing them.
2.
Frequent hand washing and social distancing are more effective.
3.
They might offer a false sense of
security.
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However, government advice is constantly
changing and it is now recommended to
wear a mask in enclosed spaces like shops
and supermarkets, and it is a legal
requirement to wear them on public
transport. If they don’t follow the rules,
people can be refused travel on buses,
ferries, trains or planes.
Around the world, opinions differ about face
masks. People in Asian countries are
generally more likely to wear them. In
Europe, Spain has the highest proportion of
people wearing face masks (86%), followed
by Italy (83%) and France (78%). In the UK,
just 36% of the population say they wear
face coverings in public.
It looks like masks can prevent infected
Covid-19 droplets from spreading to other
people, rather than to prevent you from
getting the virus, but it’s a start.

By Dahlia & Jasmine, 5R

changing journey.

Covid 19 and lockdown have not been a fun
experience, but one that will fairly earn its
place in history. It hasn’t been all bad
though, here are some things that might
make you think differently about it.

Countless people in the world are
unfortunate enough not to own a pet,
whether they make that decision or simply
can’t. It’s estimated that 44% of households
in England have pets, and around 51
million are kept. Everyone who is sharing
their home with a furry, scaly or feathered
friend will know that there are no regrets
whatsoever. Even though it may seem that
our houses have been taken over by our
pets, they will always make us laugh and
take advantage of the time with us.

GLOBAL WARMING:
As we all know, global warming was one of
the world’s biggest problems until the
Coronavirus came along. During these
tough times, things have been looking up
for the planet. Carbon emissions have fallen
as human activity has decreased. Reasons
for the dramatic carbon crash are: a lot less
traffic, less travel on aeroplanes and cruise
ships and the closing down of factories.

In lockdown lots of people sadly don’t live
with anyone and may not be able to see a
friend or family member. This has made it
hard as people are becoming lonely and
However, the reason we’re not staying in many individuals are having trouble
the safe zone is the amount of energy and shopping and so on. The only thing helping
wi-fi we’ve been using in these times with these citizens through this tough period are
people working from home and children animals. It doesn’t matter if it’s a hamster
being home schooled. Whenever you use or horse, they’re all helping us throughout
your computer, phone, tablet, x- this ride.
box…..anything that uses wi-fi, it creates
waves that can affect trees and plants NEW SKILLS:
causing damage such as cracks, bumps, With more spare time, people throughout
discolouring and kill tissue.
the country have been learning new skills:
cooking, a new language, crafts and many
We know our planet is being nursed back to more. Lockdown has enabled people to have
good health because within a few weeks of enough time to do this, whereas, in the
zero travel coral reefs, killed by climate normal world they wouldn’t have been able
change, were coming back to life. Another to. Learning a new skill can make you
way of proving that the world may be happy and being happy is good for your
healing is that satellite images from space mind and self-esteem. So, doing something
show there is a dramatic decrease in to make you proud and achieve a goal is
pollution. This is news to make us all feel a good for you. Why don’t you try learning a
bit more cheerful!
new skill?
PETS:
Isolation pretty much spells it out for you.
2.2 million people in the UK are gloomily
living remote right now, lonely and
depressed. But pets are always going to be
there to help us; especially on this life

By Leon, 5B
With schools closing for most pupils, play
parks shut, and even restaurants locked, it
can be easy to struggle to find things to do.
Here are some suggestions:
1. Capoeira classes: Enzo (my friend) is
doing capoeira classes online. You could also
try doing them. Whilst they are fun they
also teach you about capoeira and Brazil’s
history! You should try doing them and by
the end of the quarantine you will notice a
rather big difference in your will to do
things and in your energy!
2. Growing vegetables:
Rosa (Enzo's mum) has
started a vegetable
garden. Planting is an
excellent
way
of
knowing what you eat.
You can try it too and they will be ready to
harvest before you even notice!
3. Learning new skills: Malu (my
grandmother) has started learning how to
use the computer (it's complicated for her to
use it because the old writing machines
were simpler). What new skills can you
learn? Try to learn new hobbies and skills to
show them to your friends or family!
4. Quiz for charity: Sophie Robinson, who
works for Bloomberg, is doing a weekly pub
quiz where each team donates £5 to a
charity of the week. It made the local
newspaper! Can you think of a way to have
fun and raise money to a charity of your
choice?
5. Cooking a lot: Vivi and Maria (my
aunties) are cooking a lot more. Try to learn
new recipes, even try to memorize some of
them, so you can cook your favourite recipes
anywhere, and also show them to your
friends!
6. Redecorate your bedroom: Maria (my
auntie) redecorated her bedroom in her

spare time. You can use the spare time to
move things around your bedroom as you
like it too.
7. Bike rides: Maria (my auntie) is going out
for bike rides. See how many kilometres you
did and try to beat your own record! Try to
do longer distance in shorter time. What
seemed hard at the beginning will seem like
a very short ride by the end of quarantine!
8. Discovering new places: Telma (my mum)
is discovering some new places in London in
her spare time, either landmarks that used
to be too crowded before or places that are
further away and now she has more time to
bike to them! You could try discovering
some more wonderful places too!
9. Playlists for parties: Telma (my mum) has
been making playlists for family parties
with lots of good dancing music. You could
put together a playlist with your favourite
songs and dance with your family!
10. Yoga: Tatiana (my mum's friend) is
doing yoga in her free time. You could take
up some time from your routine and also do
yoga! Try to find some good tutorial videos
on Youtube, and start doing yoga.
11. Photography classes: Tatiana (my mum's
friend) is doing photography classes and she
is learning how to edit photos like a pro! You
could start editing photos too. Very, very
soon you'll see how fun it is to mess up with
some photos! You can literally make a very
dark picture and make it seem like you took
it at daylight!
12. Translate poems: Guilherme (my dad), is
getting poems who have a bad translation to
Portuguese and giving them a new
translation that still don't lose the way and
rhymes poem was made with. Can you write
a poem or even a story?

By Jasmine, 5R

spotted swimming in the canals.

Lockdown all over the world has led to
towns and cities becoming quieter with less
traffic and less people. Animals which live
on the outskirts of some of these places
have become bolder and started to explore
these areas.
Normally animals would live in parts of the
cities and towns we don’t use where they
can be unseen but over the last few weeks
they’ve been turning up in unusual places
either in search of food or just to explore.
They are making the most of life without
crowds, traffic and noise. This is something
happening all over the world.
In the UK Welsh mountain goats, normally
found living in the hills of Wales, suddenly
appeared in a seaside town.
In east London a herd of fallow deer were
seen grazing on the lawns in front of a
housing estate.

Seabirds in Venice canals
Other animals in strange places are the
adorable grey Langur monkeys wondering
on deserted roads in India, wild boar
trotting along quiet streets in Corsica, a
herd of buffalo in the middle of an empty
motorway in India and coyotes spotted on
the streets of San Francisco. Even though
it’s not unusual to see penguins in Cape
Town, South Africa, it is unusual to see
them running riot on a housing estate! One
that I think it’s the weirdest of all was a
huge sea lion roaming the streets of Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

Fallow Deer in London
Residents in Paris have watched families of
ducks crossing the usually busy roads.
Rabbits have taken over the streets in the
city of Christchurch, New Zealand and
peahens have been seen browsing in shop
windows there.
Venice, which is used to motorboat traffic
on the canals bringing in lots of tourists
into the city, now has such clear and clean
water that seabirds and jellyfish have been

A Sea Lion in Argentina
It seems that when humans are away the
animals come out to play!

By Milli, 6P
Some parents think that even if schools
reopened it would be a bad idea to send
their kids there. However, some scientists
are questioning whether schools being
closed actually made the impact that they
thought it would on the virus. The
government is urging people to send their
kids to school, as it will improve their
education and not raise the risk of Covid19.

The Lancet Child and Adolescent Health
sector looked at 16 different studies, some
based on the spread of Covid 19 and others
on seasonal flu and the 2003 Sars outbreak.
The results are…

4. One of the researchers, Professor Russel
Viner said: "Data on the benefit of school
closures in the Coronavirus outbreak is
limited, but we know shows that their
impact is likely to be only very small.”
Additionally, the costs of national school
closures are high - children's education is
damaged and their mental health may
suffer. Family finances are also affected.
"Policymakers need to be aware of the
equivocal evidence." They must weigh up
the possibility of harm and reopen schools
at the earliest opportunity - and not
necessarily wait until September if it can be
done safely sooner, as kids are dying to go
back to school.

While not all children will want to learn, I
can guarantee that they all want to play
and see their friends! This is not the
holiday some thought they were getting.
Some children thought that they would see
their friends and it was just like an early
summer holiday, having birthday parties,
picnics and going on a foreign holiday. But
there was a change of plan and instead of
all that fun and games they just became
bored and lonely. So, who’s up for going
back?

1. While closing schools may help during
influenza outbreaks, it seems it does not
have the same effect on Coronavirus.
2. The data from the Sars outbreak (in
mainland China, Hong Kong, and
Singapore) suggests that school closures did
not contribute to the control of the epidemic.

3. Recent modelling studies of Covid19
predict that school closures on their own
would only prevent 2% – 4% of deaths,
many fewer than other social distancing
interventions.

Fingers crossed things can go back to
normal soon...

By Ellia, 6O
Over the last month and a half, there have
been many protests for the “Black Lives
Matter” movement, and I’m sure that

you’ve heard about it before. There have
been marches all over the world for this
movement, both peaceful and riot-like,
starting in America, where most of the
more extreme protests have taken place.

to keep peace and to stop things like what
happened to George Floyd happening to
others, some of these people have become
corrupt, believing that the colour of
somebody’s skin should somehow give them
the right to treat them differently, as if
they too are not a fellow human being with
emotions and feelings. It is worse than
anything that we have ever seen in the
modern day, worse than global warming,
worse than Brexit. No, this is much worse.
This prejudice against anybody who has a
darker skin tone is just blatantly inhuman,
and has been going on for centuries by now,
from black men and women becoming
slaves, to being hurt and seen as breaking
the law just for walking down the street.

Nowadays, most people do not think or feel
this way anymore, but there are still some
All of this is happening because of a man who are determined to carry on saying and
named George Floyd, a black American believing these awful things. Nobody, not
man who died at the hands of a police one person in the world, should be treated
officer in May this year. As this was differently, treated as though they are
happening, there were a few other police bellow other people, just because of their
officers watching, not doing anything to appearance. This kind of thing needs to be
intercept or help. His last words were, “I noticed, needs to be stopped, and it is
can’t breathe”. People believe that if this terrible that people are only starting to
man, George Floyd, had been white instead realise that something needs to be done
about this after something as horrifying as
of black, this would not
an innocent man’s death at the hands of
have happened. This
someone who should not be in the position
horrific death has sparked
to do anything like that, who should be
what is currently one of
preventing these things from happening.
the biggest protests in the
world and, in my opinion,
It is, however, amazing that people are
one of the most overdue.
taking a stand against this type of racism,
This issue has always been present, not the kind that gets people hurt, and even
just in the States, but also in the UK, but killed, when less than a
has long been swept under the rug, hoping century prior to this, nobody
to stay unnoticed. Many things have been would have batted an eye.
done in the past to tackle this issue, and Remember this: stand up
although there are no longer laws that against racism, any kind of
separate black people from white ones, and racism, whenever you can, and
there are people who have been employed black lives matter.

All over the world, as protests against
racism and police brutality have been
raging, statues have been falling.
Some
have
stood in place
for over a
century,
others
are
newer. Some
are
made
from bronze,
others from
stone, but all
have sparked a debate: Should controversial
statues with links to a racist past, the slave
trade or colonialism still stand?

While some insist that these statues are a
historical legacy, others argue that it is
shameful for these statues to be given pride
of place in our squares, streets and parks,
and that they should be, at best, moved to
museums where their links to injustices
could be explained in a neutral setting.
Some of the most infamous statues include
that the 17th century slave trader Edward
Colston, which was thrown into Bristol
harbour by protesters, one in Antwerp of a
17th century Belgian king who severely
mistreated the people of Congo, and dozens
in the United States, including several of
Confederate figures. In many more cities
around the globe, statues have been

Colston statue being thrown into Bristol harbour

vandalised with graffiti, petitioned against
and/or scheduled for removal.
In the early hours of Wednesday 15th July, a
statue of a Black Lives Matter protester was
put up in secret, in the place where the
Colston statue used to stand in Bristol. As
they didn’t have
permission, a team
of ten people worked
together to quickly
put up the statue
earlier than 5am,
before any officials
arrived to stop them.
It depicts Jen Reid,
who
had
been
p r e v i o u s l y
photographed
standing
on
the
plinth after helping
Jen Reid standing on
to tear down the old
the former Colston plinth
statue.
The artist, Marc Quinn, said it “gets under
your skin before you understand what it is,
which [he thinks] is how you make people
think about things, how you pose the
question a different way and renew the
conversation”.
Jen Reid said
that the most
p o w e r f u l
moment for her
was “watching
children stand
next to it and
raising
their
fists.
Black
children
and
white children,
together”.
A
symbol of hope,
then.
Secretly erected Jen Reid statue

By Rosie, 5B
The Windrush Generation is a term used
to describe people who arrived in Britain
from the Caribbean between 1948 and
1971. Britain had a big labour shortage
after the Second World War so many came
to work in construction, transport and in
the NHS. In 1948, a ticket to travel across
the Atlantic on the Empire Windrush ship
cost £28 and 10 shillings. This is
approximately £1,030 in today’s money.

New arrivals had to find work and places
to live quickly after they arrived, but it
wasn’t always easy. The people who came
from the Caribbean in the 40’s, 50’s and
60’s were British citizens and had the
same rights to live in the U.K as people
already living here. But they often
struggled to obtain those rights.
Many older Caribbean people say they
received a racist reception. They were
saddened and disappointed by this. They
didn’t expect to be treated badly by their
mother country. Often their skills and
talents were disregarded and they couldn’t
find somewhere to live because local
landlords didn’t want to house them. Even
some church congregations didn’t want
these fellow Christians to worship along

side them.
My grandparents, Denise and Vernon
Bourne, were two migrants who arrived in
Southampton by ship in February 1963.
They came from Trinidad to build a better
life and future for their children. Vernon
was a carpenter and Denise was a nurse so
their skills were required in England.
1963 was one of the coldest winters on
record. In parts of Britain, the sea froze
and temperatures dropped as low as -20
degrees Celsius. Trinidad has an average
temperature of 28 degrees Celsius so
coming to Britain was quite a shock to the
system for them.
Vernon and Denise left their children
behind in Trinidad to be looked after by
family while they worked and saved to buy
a house. It was very hard for them to be so
far away from their children. They couldn’t
just pop back on a plane, or text or do
Zoom calls. They wrote lots of letters and
sent barrels of clothes and treats. The
family would then send pictures of the
children in their new clothes.

(Continued on next page...)

(... Continued)
After two years, Vernon and Denise were
able to send for their children and they
were all so happy to be together again.
They also had two more sons here, one of
whom is my dad! When she could, Denise
would prepare West Indian dishes for
friends and family and as the years went
by more and more markets stocked the

By Kitty, 6O
In Lagos, Nigeria, a
video of a young ballet
dancer has gone viral,
gaining
millions of
views
across
the
internet. The video is
of 11-year-old Anthony
Mmesoma Madu balletdancing in the rain. He
was extremely happy
that
thousands
of
people had seen him
dancing.
He says that he would like to challenge the
idea that ballet is just for girls and continue
his dream of becoming a professional ballet
dancer, stating, “I love dancing, a feeling

foods they loved.
The children grew up in Britain, settled
down and had children of their own.
Vernon and Denise passed away many
years ago but their descendants will
always appreciate the sacrifices they made
and how brave and strong they had been
at a time when it wasn’t always easy being
Black in Britain.

comes around me as if I’m dreaming.” He
added, "Where I live there are no male
ballet dancers like me. When people see
ballet they think it is only for girls, they
don't know that it is not only for girls.”
One viewer said:"What a beautiful story. As
adults, whether a parent, a teacher, a coach,
it is our job to help each child find their
talent and to support them.”

By Erin & Olivia, 6O
The Leavers’ Garden is a new addition
coming soon to our Year 5 and 6
playground. It will be a place for children to
relax and to escape from the business of the
playground.
The garden is being built in a patch of the

As soon as the Year Six children got back
into school after lockdown, they were out
and helping as well!
This is a
after a lot
weeds and
had been
away:

picture
of the
thorns
cleared

The garden will include:





playground that was previously overgrown
and neglected (see picture above). Our
wonderful teachers had the idea of the
Leavers’ Garden to be made for the Year
Six children leaving this year to be able to
revisit the garden and see each other again.
It will also be used as a space for
outdoor learning. The teachers, as
well as some TAs and parents, pulled up
their sleeves and got down on their hands
and knees (literally) and pulled out weeds,
bushes and roots until they had made a
nice clean bit of land to start building on.

Well done teachers!







Leavers’ garden sign
Sensory garden
Net area to lay on, over lovely
smelling herbs
Bird houses in the four colours of
the classes
Plenty of flowers
Benches
Hang out areas
Swing seats
Archways to walk through

(... Continued)
Below are the plans for the Leavers’
Garden and some examples of what might
be in it.

We will also need some helpful Year 5
children (to be Year 6 from September) to
help protect the garden. Their job will be to
guard the garden and make sure people

By Daisy, 6O
During recent times, the lockdown has
meant being stuck indoors, but as we are
not going out as much, the noise we have
been making has had a significant decrease.
Researchers have found that
the amount of underwater
noise pollution has gone down.
This research has been
carried out at seabed
observatories run by Ocean
Networks Canada near the
port of Vancouver. They found
a large decrease in low-frequency sounds
associated with sea vessels.
This news is great for whales and other

treat the it nicely. A bit like Bus Stop
Buddies but in the garden instead.
I wish the current Year 5s the best
of
luck! The garden should be ready by the
end of the summer, just in time for when
you come back in September!

This is what the space looks like currently.

marine life as they are under threat and
ship noise has previously been linked to
chronic stress in baleen whales.
Michelle Fournet, a marine acoustician at
Cornell University studying humpback
whales in South-East
Alaska, thinks we are “facing
a moment of truth” as “we
have an opportunity to listen
– and that opportunity to
listen will not appear again
in our lifetime.” Fournet,
whose work has shown that
the whales alter their calling behaviour in
response to a noisy ocean, adds that “we
have a generation of humpbacks that have
never known a quiet ocean”.

By Jasmine, 5R

BEES

If the summer holidays are going to be as
hot as the weather has been on some days
in recent weeks, then garden wildlife may
need our help. During hot temperatures
wildlife can struggle from either the lack of
food or water or, sometimes both. Here are
a few ways to help them as they cope
d u r i n g
t h e s e
h o t
times.

Bees can get
over-heated in
the
hive
because
the
mass of bees is
too great, and
the atmosphere
becomes sticky
and hot. The
bees go outside to cool down. However,
outside can be still way too hot for the bees.
How can we help?

HEDGEHOGS
Hedgehogs are quiet, nocturnal creatures
that mainly eat worms, caterpillars, slugs
and beetles. During the summer some of
their food thrives, like earwigs and beetles.
However, some food, like earthworms and
slugs, are in short supply but water is the
main problem as it starts to dry up.
To help hedgehogs we should:
 Never leave milk or bread out as it
can kill them (any dairy product can
cause them harm).
 Try leaving out tinned dog or cat
food or crushed dog or cat biscuits.
 Feed them specialist hedgehog food
which can be bought from a wildlife food
supplier.

 To give bees enough energy to fly
somewhere cooler you can mix some
water with sugar.

 All fruit is a good source of energy to
the bees so placing some fruit in your
garden is a big help.
 Bees (especially honey bees) need
water to create pollen, but when you
leave water out in just a bowl a bee can
easily drown as it has nothing to
balance on. A way to fix this is by
placing some wine corks in the water,
this gives the bee somewhere to land.
Another solution is to place marbles in a
shallow water container.

 Give plain, fresh water in a shallow
bowl.

(Continued on next page...)

(...continued)
BIRDS
Birds have a way of cooling themselves, so
they don’t suffer too much from heatstroke.
However, they still need some help so here
are ways we can assist our feathered
friends:
 You can build a birdbath by getting
a spare container and placing it in a
secluded spot, so birds don’t get
attacked by a cat or dog whilst they
drink.
 Another
helpful
thing to do
would be to
put a bird
feeder
in
y o u r
garden so
the birds
can have a supply of birdseed whenever
they want.
 Give them extra energy by leaving
some berries in your garden for them.
BUTTERFLIES
Butterflies actually thrive in the heat and
can’t fly if their body temperature is less
than 82 degrees Fahrenheit. They’re
unable to move their wing muscles at all if
they get too cold. There is still one thing
you can do to help:
 You can plant some flowers in your
garden. Butterflies especially like
Buddleja, Verbena, Common Knapweed
and Hebe.
SQUIRRELS
Squirrels have a higher body temperature

than
humans,
around 100 degrees
Fahrenheit, which
means they don’t
feel the heat as
much as people.
They also have
many
ways
of
keeping themselves cool, such as foraging
for food at cooler times of the day and
having sweat glands at the bottom of their
feet. They can still get hot though so here’s
how to help:
 Giving them some containers of
water, in places away from cats and
dogs.
 They enjoy bird food, so a bird feeder
is a good idea.
 Squirrels like nuts so giving them
some nuts spread around you garden
would be useful.
SIGNS OF HEATSTROKE
Heatstroke can occur in any animal in the
heat. Some animals are more likely to get
it than others. Here are some signs that an
animal has heatstroke.
 Heavy panting occurs in most of the
animals with heatstroke.


Very lethargic (tired and weak).

Sometimes vomiting and off food.
If you find an animal with heat stroke,
wrap it loosely in a wet towel and place it
in a cardboard box in a cool area. Give the
animal some water to drink and, if you can,
spray it very lightly with water. Never
pour water over though as it can put an
animal into shock which could be life
threatening.

By Daisy, 6O

wireless routers which serve the whole
community.
One of the biggest problems is power, as the
towers are dependent on solar panels for
electricity, meaning that a few cloudy days
can put an end to internet access. Other
issues faced are high winds, and melting
glaciers that the towers stand on.

Mount Everest is the highest peak on earth,
measuring up to 8,848 metres high. Despite
the problems that may bring, a Chinese
communication company have installed
mobile data masts along the mountain,
allowing people to send messages, take
photos and post them on social media. The
Wifi offered has speeds of up to one gigabit
per second.
Tsering Gyaltsen founded Everest Link, in
late 2014. 36 towers have been built
throughout the Khumbu Valley, making it
possible to access wireless internet. 166
individual village lodges benefit from

By Daisy, 6O
This month, three space crafts are being sent
up to Mars. The United States, China and the
United Arab Emirates are
all sending unarmed rovers
up to space. The fact that
these spacecrafts are being
sent up at the same time is
no coincidence. Coming up,
there is a one month window
where Mars and Earth are closer than before.
This window means that less fuel needs to be
used as the travel time is faster. This window
appears every 26 months. Each spacecraft

Tourists are not the only beneficiaries. Some
locals are away from their families for
months at a time, and the internet
connection allows them to call their families
and stay in touch with loved ones.

will travel more than 300 million miles and
get there next Febuary.
The US are sending a six-wheeled craft the
size
of
a
car
called
Perserverance to collect a
sample of Mars to analise
back here. China are sending
up a rover to take part in
mission called Tianwen and
the UAE are sending up a
spacecraft called Amal. Scientists are keen to
find out what Mars was like billions of years
ago whe it had rivers lakes and oceans, before
it became the desert planet it is today.

Answers: Actor: John Boyega (in Star Wars)

By Leon, 5B

citizens have seen more butterflies and
harmless snakes.

STRANGE
A satellite has got its closest distance to the
sun these last couple weeks: a distance
of 47 million miles. That’s about 109 planet
earths! It may sound a lot but it is a very,

STRANGEST
In Nepal, they are using satellites to follow
red pandas. It’s a bit of a study for people
to know what is putting them at risk of
extinction.
very short distance in terms of space. The
satellite, called Solar Orbiter (SolO) was
launched in February in the hopes of
finding out more about our star. In the
coming years, SolO will get even closer, at
times within 26.7 million miles!
STRANGER
In Singapore, the gardens in the city-centre
have been overgrown because of the
Coronavirus lockdown. Because of that
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