
Year 3 

Curriculum Chat



Welcome to Year 3
Staff:

Natalie Thorn – Year Group Leader and class teacher of 3R
Kirstie Henry and Jenny Leung– class teachers of 3O
Martin Heidensohn – class teacher of 3B
Rose Jones and Sarah Crawford – class teachers of 3P

Coral Lowcock supports children in maths across 3R and 3P in the 
mornings and runs interventions in the afternoons. 
Davorka Andjelic supports children in maths across 3O and 3B in the 
mornings and runs interventions in the afternoons. 
Ginny Ludlow supports in some English sessions across the year group 
Monday to Wednesday mornings. 



Structure of the day 

External doors open at 8:50am. Children should be in school by 
8.55, ready to start at 9am. 

Doors close promptly at 9am. If you arrive late, please take your 
child to the office.

If your child is absent due to illness, please let the office know 
before 9am. You can email (admin@coleridgeprimary.net) or leave 
a message on the school answering machine. 

School finishes at 3.15 on the juniors. Thanks for your patience as 
we continue to learn parent’s names and who goes with who!

mailto:admin@coleridgeprimary.net


Structure of the day
• Maths and English are generally taught in the mornings and 

wider curriculum subjects in the afternoons. 

• Our timetable follows a 2-week cycle. 
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Curriculum coverage

Science
Autumn 1 – Plants

Autumn 2 – Rocks

Spring 1 – Light

Spring 2 – Animals including humans

Summer 1 – Forces and magnets

Summer 2 – The bee project

Topics

History                                               Geography
Ancient Egypt                                                    Rivers

Ancient Sumer                                                   Mountains

Indus Valley                                                       Agriculture

Persia and Greece                            Settlements and cities

Ancient Greece                                              Volcanoes

Alexander the great                                Climate and biomes

PE
Autumn 1 – Gymnastics. 

Autumn 2 – Dance and ball skills.

Spring 1 – Gymnastics – Symmetry and 
asymmetry. Passing and receiving.

Spring 2 – Dance. Striking and fielding games. 

Summer 1 – Games.

Summer 2 – Athletics and Dance

▪ Please look at the weekly 
overviews each week. 

Music
Whole class music lessons 1 per week 
this first term, then once a fornight.
Singing sessions and music assembly 
every week.



▪ In addition, the children will also take 
part in ICT, PSHE and Art lessons every 
fortnight.

▪ There are DT days each term. RE is either 
covered as a lesson every fortnight or as 
an RE day.

You can find more information about our 
different topics on our curriculum map 
which is on the website. 



Weekly Overviews

• These are produced each week for your information. 
The weekly overview will detail the objectives that 
are being covered in English and maths, as well as 
any other subjects that are being taught that week. 

• There will also be details of any dates for your diaries 
or reminders for parents.

• These are uploaded to the parenthub app each 
week. 



English

• 1 or 2 units of work per half term. These are a mixture of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. These have a book that the unit of work is planned 
around.

• Activities include discussion work; making predictions and sharing ideas 
about what we have read or heard. We also have different drama 
opportunities, shared writing as a class and independent writing in books.

• For each unit, we teach specific grammar and punctuation objectives.

• Please see the weekly overviews for details on the genre of writing that 
we are covering, and the grammar and punctuation objectives.

• There are many writing opportunities throughout other subjects as well as 
English lessons.
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Reading

• The focus in reading in Year 3 is developing inference and comprehension 
skills and continuing to develop a love of reading and books. The focus also 
moves more from learning to read to reading to learn. 

• We want to really stress the importance of reading with your child at home 
on a daily basis. This will help your child progress with their decoding and 
word recognition skills as well as help to develop their inference and 
language. Frequent practice at home (ideally daily) will have a pronounced 
effect on their progress. 

• All  children will take part in whole class reading sessions each week every 
fornight. During this time, the children will read aloud parts of the text and 
will answer questions about what they see and hear, drawing on evidence 
from the text and/or pictures. 

• Children will read in a small guided group every fortnight.

• Those children that are still reading banded book will continue to read once a 
week with an adult and will get a new reading book to bring home. 

• Independent readers will choose a new book from a selection every 2 weeks 
and a library book.
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* There are points in the week where the children will have independent reading 
time. They need to have a reading book for these times, this can be their school 
reading book, or one they have chosen from home or from the classroom/library.  
Therefore children need to bring their book bag/school reading book into school 
EVERY DAY as they will often need it during the day.
There is no set reading day. 

Reading journals
Children will start to bring these home in the next couple of weeks. They should 
come into school every day with the reading books. 
We encourage the children to make a note of what they are reading at home so 
they build up a log. We look at these when we read with the children so will see if 
you write comments etc, but generally we will not write in these. 



Spelling and handwriting
• Each week, all children will bring home 2 spelling lists. List 1 contains words that are the 

Year 3 spelling words. These will usually follow a pattern or a rule (e.g. words containing 
‘ed’ ). Our spelling sessions are focused around these words. 

• List 2 will contain 10 high frequency words that will have been covered in Year 1 and 2. 
These are words that come up a lot when writing and reading. 

• There are opportunities for the children to practise words from both lists in class; in quiet 
activities at the start of afternoons, in handwriting sessions, in morning activities and 
often at the start of English lessons. 

• At home, they are expected to practise and learn the spellings of one list of words for 
their test every Tuesday. 

• We have done an initial spelling test with the children so will highlight the words we think 
they are most suited to learning. However these may change over time, and depending 
on the words given. Please support your child in learning words most useful to them, ie if 
they can’t spell at least 6 correctly out of the high frequency word lists then it is more 
useful for them to focus on these words for the test. They will still be exposed to the 
other words and have chances to practise them. Please speak to your class teacher about 
this if you are unsure. 

• Children are now expected to write using a cursive script and this is encouraged in all 
writing activities.

• Specific handwriting lessons take place regularly.
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Maths
• Children will be taught as a whole class, with every child being 

given access to the same learning and tasks. However, 
differentiation DOES still occur.

• We will not make any assumptions about which children will 
struggle, or which children will need more challenge.

• Support may come in the form of adult help, physical resources or 
a simpler version of the same task.

• Children, who need more challenge are given activities that 
further deepen the learning they are already doing.

• For all children there is a big focus on reasoning. Children are 
encouraged and taught how to explain their answers and work 
systematically to prove it.
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Maths
• We teach maths using a ‘mastery’ approach.

• We will spend several weeks on one unit of maths, ensuring that 
the children have a very deep understanding and become 
‘masters’ in the area.

• Problem solving and application focus – not just mental maths or 
learning of facts.

• The units will therefore not be repeated in the year, however 
various objectives will crop up again in different units.
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Maths
Examples of challenges
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Marking 

• Please see the English and maths pages on the 
school website to find out more about how 
work is marked in these subjects.

http://coleridgeprimary.net/learning/the-coleridge-curriculum/english/
http://coleridgeprimary.net/learning/the-coleridge-curriculum/maths/


Assessment
• We assess the children’s ability in every lesson thinking 

about how they manage an activity, explain their thinking 
and whether or not they have met the learning objective.

• These observations then feed into an individual assessment 
profile, which is completed and updated every half term. 

• Throughout the year, teachers will complete the profile and 
will be able to inform you of any areas that your child may 
need to practise. 

• At parents’ evenings, we will let you know whether your 
child is working below, at, or above the national average in 
each subject.

• We will arrange to meet with you before these meetings if 
we have specific concerns, and, likewise, please do arrange 
to see us if you are concerned.  



This term, we are launching our new school 
communication app for parents and carers, 
ParentHub. 

The app is designed to keep you more up to date 
with school life and connected to your children’s 
learning. 

Please see the poster opposite on how to 
download and log onto the app using your smart 
phone. Once launched, you will be able to access 
information about the school, your child’s year 
group, their class and their learning. Teachers 
will also be able to communicate directly with 
you via the app. Coleridge Families (our PTA) will 
also be using the app to disseminate information 
about their events. 

If you do not have a smart phone or do not wish 
to download the app, all school communication 
will default to your email address. 

ParentHub



School Website

• The weekly overview is posted on the parent 
hub on Friday each week.

• There are a wide range of important 
documents available on the school website for 
you to use to support your child at home.

• Any new documents will also be posted onto 
the website.

• Please check it regularly for updates.



Behaviour
• Rewards: praise, golden book, and marbles for 

the class. These link to our core values; caring, 
creative, resilient, aspiring and being inclusive. 

• Sanctions for unacceptable 
behaviour will be set according 
to this chart, which is on the 
website and in every classroom.



Home learning 
expectations

- Each half term, Home Learning is posted on the school                                                       
website.

- Home Learning is optional. However, we strongly encourage your child to complete some of 
the activities to reinforce the message that learning isn’t just confined to the classroom. 

- There are Home Learning documents for Maths, English & Wider Curriculum subjects. 

- There is a wide range of activities – some are creative whereas others practise skills learnt in 
class.

- Maths activities are posted on MyMaths. You should have login details already.

- If you would like to read a rationale as to why we do Home Learning, this is on our school 
website in the Home Learning section. 

- Although Home Learning is optional, learning the weekly spellings is compulsory as is regular 
reading. 
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Problems or concerns

• As a staff, we are always open to talking with you 
about any issues you have. 

• However, from 8:50 through till 3:15, our focus is the 
children and managing the learning environment.  
We are unable to discuss matters during these times 
which you would not categorize as urgent or integral 
to your child’s day.  Conversations about general 
attainment or social issues are best had at an 
appointed time.

• Please email the office if you would like to arrange a 
time to talk with us. 



Other information
• PE  - we ask that children come to school dressed in their PE kit on their PE 

days.

• Children must have a water bottle in school. 

• We accumulate a lot of lost property. We encourage children to look after 
their things, but we recommend you name their items of clothing.

• The children need to bring in their own fruit/vegetables for their morning 
snack. This should be a piece of fruit or vegetables and be separate to their 
lunch box as it needs to go in their tray when they arrive so they can access it 
at fruit time. 

• Allergies and medication – ensure the school has up-to-date information and 
medication. There should be set of medication given to the class teacher to 
be kept in the classroom and another for the office. 


