
 

Books read during English lessons 

Title Themes Title Themes 

 

Poetry 
Phonics 
Transport 

 

Picture book 
Diversity 
Empathy and 
Kindness 
Friendship 
Materials 
Maths and Numbers 
Rivers, Seas and 
Oceans 
Transport and 
Journeys 

 
Anansi Stories 

African and 
Caribbean 
Traditional stories 
Folktales 
Wisdom 
Trickery 
Consequences of 
making bad choices  

Picture book 
Power of teamwork 
Celebrating 
individual gifts 
Curiosity 
Creativity 
Persistence 

 

Poetry 
Urban living 
Child’s view point 

 

Information 
Animals and 
Habitats 
The Polar Regions 
Life Cycles 
Picture book 

 

Animals and 
Habitats 
Friendship 
Loneliness 
The Polar Regions 
Transport and 
Journeys 
Adventure 

 

Black History 
Family 
Space and the Solar 
System 
Women's History 
Diversity 

 

Being yourself 
Dressing-up 
Celebrations and 
parties  
Shyness 
Overcoming 
anxieties  
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Books read during story time  
*Teachers will choose a selection of these books to read throughout the year 

Classic Stories 

 
   

Adventure 
Fantasy 
Magic 

Friendship 
Caring for the 
environment 
Recycling  

Self belief 
Overcoming 
challenges 
Making judgements 
Family 

Power of the 
imagination 
Mischievousness 
Creativity 
Funny 

   

 

Loneliness 
Friendship 
Love 
Loss 
Around the world 
War 
Caring for the 
environment 

Boarding school 
Power of the 
imagination 
Kindness 
Isolation 
Jealousy 
Perseverance 
Society and class 
Courage 

Friendship 
Self acceptance 
Becoming real 
Empathy 
Kindness 

 

Diverse Stories 

    

Friendship 
Overcoming 
challenges 
Strong female role  
Self confidence 
Funny 

Adventure 
Fantasy 
Overcoming fears 
Being kind 
Friendship 
Sport 
Grandparents 

Self esteem 
Race and racism 
Colourism 
Family 
Identity 

Family 
School 
Kindness 
Muslim faith 



    
Non fiction 
Muslim faith 
Around the world 
Ramadan 

Autism 
Siblings 
Difference 

Autism 
Love 
Loss 
Moving forward 
Feelings 
 

Trust 
Love 
Disability 
Bereavement 
Friendship 
Family 

    
Disability 
Personal/social issues 
 

Parental separation 
Different families 
Feelings 
Moving home 

Bereavement 
Anger 
Dealing with loss 

Cerebral palsy 
Funny 

    
Illness 
Family 
Siblings 
Feelings 

Adventure 
Friendships 
Animals 
Working as a team 

Family 
Growing up 
African culture 
Empathy 
Kindness 

Disability 
Blindness 
Overcoming adversity 
Myths and legends 
Family 
Animals 

Contemporary Stories 

    
Adventure 
Funny 
Mystery 
Friendship 
Family 

Magic 
Schools 
Funny 

Friendship 
Kindness  
Fairies and vampires 
School 
Funny 
Struggling to fit in 

Funny 
Dragons 
Friendship 
Bravery 
Perseverance 
 



    
Adventure 
Fairy tale 
Adoption 
Family 

Friendship 
Shapes 
Funny 
 

Mindfulness 
Technology 
Screen time 
 

Empathy 
Kindness 
Friendship 
Seasons 
Funny 
Sharing 

 
   

Science fiction 
Friendship 
Second chances 

Dealing with feelings 
of jealousy 
Building friendships 

Adventure 
Mystery 
Crime 
Funny 

Funny  
Animals 

 

   

Being afraid 
Overcoming fears 

   

Poetry 

   

 

Nature 
Feelings 

Performance poems 
everyday objects 
Space 
Robots 
Animals 
Funny 

Pets 
School 
Family 
Fairy tales 
Dinosaurs 
Dragons 

 

 


