
Mystery and Suspense 

 

We have been learning about writing in order to create a particular effect for the reader. Let’s focus on 
creating drama and suspense! 

These are writing techniques for building suspense and creating drama: 

• Short, sharp sentences (not all sentences need to be short, they only become shorter and sharper as 
the suspense mounts) 

• Use of similes/metaphors (e.g. The floorboards groaned like a menacing beast.) 

• Use of ellipsis  (remember to only use ellipsis once or twice in a story, or it can lose its effect) 

• Rhetorical questions (e.g.  What if we were caught?) 

Write a paragraph that creates tension and suspense. You could use one of these sentence starters to 
begin your writing: 

  “ The door creaked open slowly and something crashed to the floor...” 

 

     “ The darkness engulfed them. They were all alone. Helpless.” 

 

Or you could use one of these pictures as inspiration: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




