
Wednesday 23rd September 2026

Welcome to the Year 1 
Curriculum Chat!

Please help yourselves to tea 
and coffee!



Welcome to Year One
Staff:
1P –  Jenny Leung (Year Team Leader)
1B – Zofia Stepniak
1O – Maddy Keefe
1R – Chloe Collins 

Support Staff:

Sarah Crawford will be teaching Art to Year 1, Jason Bichri will be teaching 
computing and Mario Vitrano will teach one session of PE every two weeks. 

Louise Mattocks
   Mon-Wed

Judith Adams  
Wed-Fri (PM)

Davorka Andjelic  
Mon-Fri

Rika Manabe
Mon-Wed (PM)

Bob Houghton
Mon-Fri (AM)

Kristina Carey
Thurs-Fri

Nicola Emms
Mon-Fri (PM)



Structure of the day 
• Doors open 8.45

• Register 8.50

• Mornings are usually Maths, English and Phonics focused.

• 10.00am – Fruit time

• 10.35am – Play Time

• 12.10 – 1.10pm Lunch time

• Afternoons: Science/History/Geography/PE/Music/Religion and 
World views/PSHE/Design and Technology/Whole class and 
guided reading and some Choosing.

• End of the day – 3.20pm. Please collect your child from the 
classroom. Children will be brought to the office for collection 
after 3.30pm

• We have a 2 week timetable, but information about learning 
will be posted on ParentHub (more info on this later). 
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Attendance and Punctuality 

Daily attendance at school is vital for your 
child to achieve their full potential. 

Missed days of school, and lateness, can 
really add up over the course of year and 
negatively impact your child’s learning. 

Children can still attend school with minor 
coughs & colds. The NHS have a website page 
called ‘Is my child too ill for school’ which 
outlines if you should send your child to 
school or not.  

The Importance of Being on Time
• Arriving on time helps your child start the day calmly and confidently.
• Even being just a few minutes late can feel unsettling for a child, as they may walk into a lesson 
already in progress.
• They risk missing the very start of the lesson, when key instructions or introductions are given.
• Late arrivals disrupt the whole class. The teacher often has to stop & repeat instructions, which 
takes valuable learning time away from every child.
• A smooth, punctual start ensures the best learning experience for all children.



Curriculum coverage
Subject Autumn 1 Autumn2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

History 
and 
Geography

A Child 
through 
Time
(History)

Our World
(Geography)

Knights 
and Castles
(History)

Rainforests
(Geography)

People 
from the 
Past
(History)

Oceans, 
Seas and 
Rivers
(Geography)

Science

(Seasonal 
Changes will 
be taught 
throughout 
the year).

Animals 
including 
humans 

Animals 
including 
humans 

Everyday 
materials

Everyday 
materials

Plants Plants

You will find curriculum maps for English, Maths and all other subjects on 
the school website.
Please see the weekly overview, which will be posted on ParentHub 
every Friday afternoon, to show specific objectives that we are covering 
each week in maths and English, as well as other subjects. There will also 
be details of any dates for your diaries or reminders for parents.



PE
• The children have two PE sessions each week, but 

the days vary on a fortnightly basis. 
• Week 1:

1B : Monday and Tuesday
1O: Tuesday and Thursday
1P Wednesday and Friday
1R Wednesday and Friday

•

Week 2:
1B – Tuesday and Friday
1O – Monday and Friday
1P – Monday and Thursday
1R – Monday and Wednesday 

• Children must come into school in PE appropriate 
clothes (leggings/shorts/tracksuit bottoms and 
trainers). Hair is also expected to be tied up. 



Reading

• The children’s book change day is displayed on the classroom windows.

• Children should bring their book bag and reading diaries into school on this day 
so that we can give out new reading books.

• They will take home 2 banded reading books(one being a Reading Practice 
book and the other Read Along With Me book) and 1 book of their choice to 
share with a grown up and foster a love of reading.

• We also do whole class reading sessions where we read a story and do a linked 
activity and children will also be taking part in weekly guided reading sessions 
with their teacher.

• In guided reading sessions, children will read and discuss a text together. These 
sessions not only develop children’s fluency and decoding skills, but also 
provide a more natural context for the learning of comprehension and 
inference skills.



Reading at home

Reading is arguably the most important learning this year. We 
encourage as much reading as possible to take place at home so that 
children develop a love of reading. 

We would advise listening to your child read the banded books aloud 
for at least 10 minutes every day.

It is also really important to still read other stories to your child and to 
share books of their choosing. This will help with vocabulary and 
imagination. 

Inside reading diaries you will find the tricky words and sounds we are 
learning this year. 



Phonics

Phonics is taught daily and the children also work in small groups 
with the Teacher or TA on letters/sounds/words that are 
appropriate for their level. You will find all the sounds and tricky 
words that we are learning in class on the weekly overview each 
week. We encourage you to play phonics games at home and 
practise the sounds that we have been learning.

Handwriting

Handwriting lessons are taught regularly in whole class sessions. 
This year, we are focusing on writing in print using lower case 
letters, with capital letters at the beginning of sentences and for 
proper nouns.



Writing

• Children take part in regular writing activities. These will be a range 
of free choice opportunities, directed independent activities and 
those working along side the adults. 

• We teach both fiction and non-fiction writing throughout the year, 
as well as poetry.

• Throughout the year, our focus is on writing in lower case letters, 
leaving finger spaces between words, starting each sentence with a 
capital letter and ending each sentence with a full stop. Next year in 
Year 2, there is a significant leap in expectation so it is crucial the 
children master the basics this year. 
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Maths

• Children will follow a Maths mastery curriculum.

• They follow longer units of work, sometimes lasting 4 or 5 weeks.

• This is to ensure children develop a deep understanding of the Maths, 
and have firm foundations in place as they move through the school.



Maths

• Children are taught as a whole class, with short back and forth 
activities. 

• We don’t make any assumptions about how children will fare with 
an activity and they all have access to the same task. However, 
differentiation does still occur. 

• We provide support for any child who might need it, and all children 
have access to additional challenges to allow application of their 
learning.

• Huge emphasis is placed on developing the children’s reasoning and 
mathematical thinking skills, as well as their ability to explain their 
answer.



Assessment
• We assess the children’s understanding in every lesson and make notes 

on how they manage an activity and whether or not they have met the 
learning objective.

• Throughout the year teachers will complete an individual assessment 
profile and will be able to keep you updated on their progress and 
inform you of any areas that your child may need to practise. 

• At the end of the year you will be informed whether your child is 
working towards, within, or above the national average in each subject.

• Reading is continually assessed in Year 1 and we have very clear and 
precise guidelines on how to do so. There is often a temptation to ask 
to move your child up a reading level, but there will be a valid reason 
why this is not happening. We ask you to trust our process and 
professional judgements as we are ensuring your child has a secure 
foundation. If your child is ready for the next stage, it will be picked up 
on quickly and adjustments will be made. 



Home Learning

At Coleridge, we do not expect children of any age to complete lengthy Home Learning tasks or produce large 
amounts of written work.

Instead, we encourage short, simple activities that practise key skills. Regular practice helps children become more 
fluent and automatic in the basics, reducing the cognitive effort needed when they encounter more complex learning 
in school. For example, secure knowledge of times tables makes learning short division much easier, and being able to 
spell common words allows children to use more of their brain power on constructing sentences and expressing their 
ideas.

Short, regular Home Learning sessions also help children develop positive learning habits, routines and 
independence - skills that become increasingly important as they get older.

If your child finds their Home Learning easy, that is often a positive sign. These activities are designed to rehearse 
and secure key skills, rather than provide the challenge and stretch of classroom learning. The aim is for children to 
become quick, confident and automatic in the things they have already been taught.

Year 1: What is expected?
•  1:1 reading 
•  Spellings (from January)
•  Maths fluency activities (weekly)

We also provide optional Home Learning activity sheets linked to our learning each half term. 



Behaviour

There are 5 core values which underpin our behaviour policy. 
We will teach, provide meaningful opportunities for and 
expect our children to be:

Caring

Creative

Resilient

Inclusive

Aspiring



Behaviour
Rewards 
• Warm Fuzzies
• Golden Books
• Marbles – golden time
• Lots of praise!

Sanctions
We practise restorative 
behaviour that resolves 
difficulties and repairs harm.  
Sanctions for unacceptable 
behaviour will be set according 
to this chart which is on the 
website and in every classroom.

Well-being
• Emotional regulation support 

using Zones of Regulation.
• Provide Calm Corners in middle 

areas.
• Connection or worry box in 

classrooms.



Website:

Website
Please remember to check the website regularly as we try to put as 
much relevant information on it, including:

• Curriculum information and policies
• Class timetables 
• Home Learning
• Newsletters
• Lunch menus



Communication

ParentHub

We really encourage all parents to get the ParentHub App. This is the school’s main method 
of communication. Having the App is the best & easiest way of knowing what is going on in 
your child’s year group. 

Parent WhatsApp Groups

• We know parent WhatsApp groups can be useful for sharing reminders and supporting 
one another.

• However, if you have any concerns about your child or school matters, please contact the 
school directly rather than raising them in group chats.

• This helps prevent misunderstandings and ensures issues are addressed quickly and 
accurately.



Other information
• Please ensure that your child has a water bottle in school.

• Children should not wear jewellery in school. If children have their ear pierced, 
they should wear studs only.

• If there are any changes to who is picking up your child, please let the class 
teacher know, especially if it is a new adult that we have not met before.

• Lost property – it is helpful if your child’s clothes are labelled with their name so 
that clothing can be returned to them.

• Shoelaces – Please do not send your child into school wearing shoes with laces if 
they are not able to tie them themselves. If your child has shoes with laces but 
cannot tie them, please get elastic laces for them.

• There is a money collection envelope in each class where you can make a 
voluntary contribution for ingredients for playdough and cooking, and for arts and 
crafts materials (e.g. sequins, pipe cleaners, craft sticks, pompoms etc.). We are 
suggesting 50p/£1 per child each half term and would appreciate your support. 

• Problems or concerns: Please speak to the class teacher or email the admin office 
at admin@coleridgeprimary.net to arrange a time when we can phone you to 
discuss any issues or concerns.

mailto:admin@coleridgeprimary.net


Coleridge Families is our parent/carer and staff association. 

• You’re automatically a 

member, at no cost

• New ideas and help 

volunteering are welcome

• Reps will share event info

• It is a registered charity, organising 

events and activities 

• It raises funds and provides 

opportunities for our community to 

come together and connect

Hoş geldin 

ً
 
مرحبا

स्वागत
Bienvenue

¡Bienvenido!
欢迎

Добро пожаловать

Powitanie

Willkommen

Welcome!

!آمدیدخوش







Coleridge Families 
MEETING

Monday 28th Sep
ZOOM, 7.30pm

Community 
GARDENING

Sunday 27th Sep
West, 10.30am

Autumn 
FESTIVAL

Saturday 14th Nov
3-7pm, West

Save the dates for our next events!

Email the Chair with any questions and ideas: 

ColeridgeFamilies@gmail.com
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